
  

Speakers for February  
Dr. Daniel Sullivan and Dr. Michael Ott 

My Ear Hurts!!!! 
Eustachian Tube Dysfunction and Scuba Diving 

     

For Details See Page 5 
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DUDC Monthly MeetingDUDC Monthly Meeting  
CHANGEDCHANGED  

to Tuesday February 9th  @ 6:30 pm.to Tuesday February 9th  @ 6:30 pm.  

Cayman Trip Payment 
Bob Carmichael 

For those folks signed up for the trip to Little Cayman, remember there is another payment due at the end of Jan 2010.  
The nominal amount is $500 per person but that can vary depending on individual schedule.  You can pay at the meeting 
on 13 Jan 10 or mail a check to the Club address on your invoice.  The address is DUDC, Inc, PO Box 360105, Melbourne 
FL 32936.   If you have a question about the dive trip contact Michael Wheat; if you have a question about the payment 
schedule or your payment contact me at Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com or 321-508-5449. 
 

Club Dues are Due Soon! 
Bob Carmichael 

 

Club dues will be due shortly and you are welcome to avoid the rush and pay now.  It will reduce the workload and ex-
pense of generating and mailing the invoices next month and would be appreciated.  Dues are $25 for individual and $35 
for family.  You can pay at the meeting on 13 Jan 2010 or mail a check made out to DUDC, Inc to the club address at PO 
Box 360105, Melbourne FL 32936.  Any questions, contact me at Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com or 321-508-5449. 
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Inside this issue: 

Winners for January 
 

Tom Croonquist—dive light 
Bob Jensen—Beanie 

Joe Crescente—Mask Bag 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   
Mighty Mushroom 

Tuesday, 
2/9/10 @ 6:30 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD 

Monday 2/22/10 @ 6:30 
p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

Crystal River Manatee Snorkel 2/20/10 @ 9am $25 deposit Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled 
event or with a paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board 
approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when 
dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

Little Cayman 6/26/10 to 7/3/10  Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Blue Heron Bridge 2/6/10 in the water by 
1:15pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Forever Florida Zip Line Tour 3/27/10 @ 11:15 am $72  Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Manatees Snorkel 

Trip 

On Saturday, February 20, 2010, we will be heading up to Crystal Lodge 
Dive Center to SNORKEL with the Manatees on Crystal River.  I did this 
trip a couple of years ago and I’m dying to go back.  We’ll be renting a 
pontoon boat to take us to the springs where Manatees make their yearly 
sojourn to warmer waters.  As you know springs stay a constant tempera-
ture year round, so in the winter these are the warm waters of Florida!!  
This is the only place in Florida where you are allowed to interact with these Endangered Species.  We will be 

charged an hourly rate for the boat, so the cost will depend entirely on how 
long we want to spend on the river and how many SMART, SOCIABLE, ADVEN-
TUROUS, FUN people go with me.  We have to be at the dive center by 9 am to 
pick up the boat.  That means leaving the Melbourne area by 6 am at the latest.  
I need a deposit of $25 to hold your slot.  Give me a call at 321-536-0264 or 
drop me an email at jerilynne@bellsouth.net if you want to heed the call of 
the WILD!   AND if you’re interested in carpooling.     
    —Jeri L. Curley 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



 
 

 

February Meeting at The Mighty Mushroom 
Tuesday, February 9, 2010  6:30PM 

A big thank you goes to Hannah Medd and her information 
on sharks and their role in the ocean environment.  With 
any luck at all more people will become familiar this kind 
of research and decide to do something other than hunt 
and kill the worlds sharks. 

Nominations for club officers were taken and the vote will 
be held at the March meeting.  The following are the posi-
tions and nominees for each.  President: Bill Allen and 
John Dockendorf, Vice-president, Jeri Curley, Treas-
urer: Kyle Frinkley and Tom Butler, Secretary: Vicki 
Spang, Membership: Henry Schoepp, Dive Coordina-
tor: Ken Daub, and Safety Officer: Terry Peterman.  So, those are candidates and the positions.  
Come to the meeting and cast your vote for the candidate of your choice.  And as an aside since we 
are voting in March we will not be having a speaker.  It will be a “social” meeting. 

And there is one position that is not elected and that we all rely on each meeting.  That is the con-
cessions.  Jeri Curley has been doing this along her others tasks for at least the past two years.  We 
are certainly appreciative of her tireless and selfless efforts on behalf of the membership but it 
would great if someone could at least step in and help her out if not just take on the position.  
Think about it and let a board member know if you’d like to help out with this.  Next on my mind is 
the website.  It is going to need someone to step in and help out there as well.  I know we have 
some computer literate people so keeping the site updated with current information shouldn’t be an 
overwhelming job.  If you are willing to help out with task talk to either Michael Wheat ( who will 
understand and be able to answer your computer and website questions) or to me and I’ll promptly 
refer you to Michael. 

Remember that our February meeting is at the 
Mighty Mushroom at 2400 Dairy Road, Mel-
bourne.  This is a joint meeting with the Water-
loggers Dive Club out of Sea Level Scuba.  Drs. 
Ott and Sullivan will be the guest speakers at 
the meeting.  We hope to see you all there.  
Plan on eating dinner there.  Good food is the 
norm and we will be combining that with good 
speakers and good friends.  See you all Tues-
day, February 9, at 6:30PM.  Don’t forget, that’s 
a change in both the date and time.  

Bill Allen, President 
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President’s Message 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



First Aid for Marine Life Injuries 
By Terry Peterman 

No matter how careful we might be, sooner or later we all get stung, stuck or bitten by some 
kind of marine life.  So it is a good idea to know the best first aid for the situation.  Dangerous 
marine life can be divided into 5 categories, those that bite, those that sting, those that cut, 
those that are poisonous if eaten and those that deliver electric shocks.  I’ll skip the electric life 
since they are pretty much isolated to fresh water.  I’ll also skip those poisonous to eat and 
leave that one to the fisherman.  Seawater is loaded with bacteria and contaminates so no 
mater what the injury clean it as best as possible once bleeding has been controlled.  Rinse 

the wound with at least a liter of the cleanest water possible. The addition of Betadine in a concentration of less than 5% can help to 
control bacteria.  Fire coral, anemone, hydroid, and jellyfish stings should be detoxified with vinegar or rubbing alcohol before rinsing 
with fresh water as it could make it worse.  After thoroughly irrigating the wound and removing any debris scrub the would with soap 
and water.  If this seems like a lot of cleaning, remember that the highest potential problem in the marine environment is infection.  If 
you receive a significant wound or puncture of any depth, expect that it will get infected without the use of antibiotics.  Bactrim, Cipro-
floxin, and Doxycycline are good choices for marine bacteria and will require a doctor’s prescription.   Frequently a drain will be put in 
place to help the wound drain its infection.  If your planning a Dive trip to a secluded area you may want to get your Doctor to give 
you a prescription that will last the length of your stay, so you have the antibiotic with you in case it’s needed.  Redness, swelling, 
pain, yellowish or greenish discharge, foul odor, swollen glands, or red streaking of the skin toward the heart (Blood Poisoning) and 
fever are all signs of infection.  Scrub an infected wound twice daily with soap and water and apply a thin layer of antibiotic ointment 
such as Neosporin or Bacitacin. Then cover with a clean dry bandage.  In any significant injury you should seek professional aid as 
soon as possible.  A wound should be at it’s worse at the time you get it, it should only get better from that point, if it is getting worse 
something is going on that needs attention. Puncture wounds from fire coral, hydroids, bristle worms, anemonies, jellyfish and the 
like;  should first be irrigated with vinegar, then hot water soaked (not scolding) for 30 to 90 minutes. This breaks down some of the 
proteins in the venom and helps relieve the pain.  Spicules and Spinules from sponges and bristle worms can be removed with the 
sticky side of bandage or masking tape.  Marine wounds can be cared for with a pretty basic first aid kit, but you do need to make 
sure it has a few things specific for marine needs, like vinegar, rubbing alcohol, antibiotic, and sterile water.  Be safe and see you at 
the anchor. 

Follow the Leader 
By Terry Peterman 

I’d like to share a story with you that has an important moral to it.  I feel comfortable in telling it since the Dive Shop and Operator 
that star in it have been out of business for a long time now.  While I was in college Jim Bobb ,who many of you may know, and I use 
to do a lot of diving but had a very limited budget.  We were told there was a dive shop in Del Ray Bch that did Dive Trips for $5.  An 
offer that seemed too good to be true but we had to investigate it.  We discovered from several people the Captain was known as 
Killer Carl and although he was not bad with the boat you should not believe anything he tells you and take your own float.  We de-
cided to take a chance, what the heck its only 5 bucks.  He had a 24 ft Boston Whaler, and a 6 person license.  He had a reel of 
monofilament fish line with a milk jug on it for a float, thank fortunate we brought our own.  When he dropped us for the first dive he 
told us we were in 60 ft of water, when we got to the bottom we discovered we were in 80ft of water.  We noticed that as soon as we 
got to the bottom and adjusted our dive accordingly.  It really was a great dive fantastic sponges and lots of fish.  When we got back 
to the Boat Carl told us we had a 15-minute surface interval before we made our next dive to 60 ft.  We got out our tables and quickly 
discovered we needed at least 41 minutes on the surface.  He was a bit reluctant to co-operate but he agreed, after we showed him 
the tables, to wait out the time.  The next dive, which was supposedly in 60 ft, was actually in 70 ft, but we made the appropriate 
changes to our plan and once again had a great dive.  A couple weeks later I found out a classmate of mine who was recently certi-
fied went out with Carl.  She got all caught up in the monofilament line after getting off the boat and lost track of her dive buddy, it 
took her a little while but she eventually caught up with her.  However, they made the mistake of believing Carl when he told them it 
was 60 ft and they had a 15-minute surface interval.  They trusted Carl to know what he was talking about and did not realize the 
dive profile they did should have had them bent up like pretzels until after they came back.  They were panicking from it to say the 
least.  Fortunately, they never exhibited any symptoms and she eventually became one of the finest divers I’ve ever known.  The 
moral of this story - - Just because someone is a dive boat or dive shop operator, don’t assume they know all they should know 
about the diving your doing.  Rely on yourself and make sure you’re educated to the level necessary so as not to rely on others.  
Dive safe and I’ll see you at the anchor line. 
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Down Under Dive Club and Sea Level Scuba  

are proud to present 
Dr. Daniel Sullivan and Dr. Michael Ott 

Talk to any group of divers and I promise you, at least ONE of them will have seen Dr. Ott and/or Dr. Sullivan!  One of 
the most common issues of divers; especially new divers, is difficulty with their ears.  Dr. Sullivan and Dr. Otts will be 
discussing ear issues related to divers and common causes and strategies to overcome.  

• General Description of Anatomy 
• Problems for Divers 
• Variations of Anatomy that cause problems 
• Medical conditions that cause problems: 

o polyps, allergy, infection, tumors, genetics 
• Medical strategies to overcome these problems 
• Surgical strategies 

Dr. Daniel Sullivan is a leading ENT in Florida and works with divers on a frequent basis.  Dr. Michael Ott practices 
Critical Care Medicine, Pulmonary, Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine and Internal Medicine.  He also operates the lo-
cal Hyperbaric Chamber. 

Please note meeting date, time, and location. 
New Date:  February 9th (TUESDAY!!!!) 

New Time:  6:30pm 

New Location:  Mighty Mushroom of Dairy Road  

 

2400 Dairy Road 
W. Melbourne, FL 32904 

(321) 676-4400 



 
 

 

 
 

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Craig Capion ccapion@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com 
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 ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 
with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving 
diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive photos for 
sale.  You can purchase them at the monthly 
club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

COMPLETE SCUBA GEAR FOR WOMAN  
Size Medium, Used 103 Dives, Well Maintained 

$500 
MaryKay Chable 321‐544‐2729  

Two Tanks Hydro‐tested  March 2003, Visual Sep‐
tember 2006; Body Glove size medium, excellent 
condition, Cold water wet suite used 5 times size M; 
Black and Blue Dive Skin For Summer; Two Hoods, 
Weights and weight belt; Tusa Vest – excellent con‐
dition; American Divers regulator complete gear 
and hoses – Serviced September 2006; Boots size 
medium 9 – 10, Pink Fins; Pink Gloves, Knife, Dive 
Watch Free Style Predator; Dry Bag, Pink Dive Bag; 
Orange Inflatable Emergency Sausage / Whistle  

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent 
shape, comes with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, 
comes with warranty $400 
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt 
inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit 
$149  

Women's O'Neill 3/2 mm full wetsuit, size 12; 
gently used; excellent condition. $30.  Judy 
Hesselbacher 321‐676‐3326. If no answer, 
please leave a message or send email to      
jhesselb@comcast.net 


