
  

Speakers for May Meeting 
Sheri is a Freedive 

Spearfishing Na-

tional Champ, mul-

tiple world record 

holder, and host of 

"Speargun Hunter" 

on Outdoor Channel. 

 She is the author of 

the biography Art 

Pinder, The King Of 

Sling.  Art Pinder 

did not claim to be 

the deepest free 

diver, the single 

greatest individual 

competitor or the 

greatest fish finder and fish shooter of all time, but he was so good at all of them, coupled with his great 

athletic ability and underwater smarts, that he will always be considered the best all around skin diver / 

spearfisherman of all time. In the early 1950's the Encyclopedia Britannica gave an explanation of spear-

fishing, they called it Pinder Fishing and said it was named after Art and his two brothers, Donald and 

Fred, who were also among the great world class divers of that time. At the first Annual Spearfishing 

Hall Of Fame, Art Pinder and Jim Christiansen became the first inductees. Both were National Champi-

ons, Art with the Miami Beach Tritons, and Jim with the Long Beach Neptunes. Both were selected 

spearfishing's "Athlete Of The Year", Art in 1953 and Jim in 1957. Art who was one of the first exponents 

of deep diving, has been seen by millions of people who have watched many of his television appearances. 

Art was a leader and a team man first last and always. His spearfishing exploits, such as, spearing a sail-

fish and a tiger shark, both with free shafts, will remain legends always.  
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Sheri Daye Art Pinder 

New Meeting Location 

The Broken Barrel Tavern  
at 4700 Babcock Street NE  
Palm Bay, Florida 32905 

WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

Raffle Prize: 
Atomic Aquatics  Titanium 

Safe Second Inhaler  
$5 per ticket 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT! 

http://www.buzzillions.com/image.dox?R=432228


 New Officers : 
President:  Jeri Curley 

Vice President:  Craig Capion 

Treasurer:  Kyle Frinkley 

Secretary:  Vicki Spang  

Membership:  JoEllen Dessert 

Safety: Terry Peterman 

Dive Coordinator:  You?!!! 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 
5/11/11 @ 7 p.m. 

 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 5/23/11 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Saturday, 5/6/11 @ 11:00 am Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Little Deeper Saturday, 5/21/11 @ 1pm $65 JoEllen Dessert Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Full Moon Night Dive Saturday, 6/18/11  TBD TBD Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 
paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 

DUDC.         ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 
Sea Level Scuba 
4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 
(321)255-1825 

 
 
 
Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 
Melbourne, Florida 32901 
(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 
4651 Babcock Street NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
(321) 723-8888 

The Diver Down Flag 

Chapter 27 of the 2003  Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or 
rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet 
of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navi-
gation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-
down flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or 
navigation channel, must proceed no faster 
than is necessary to maintain headway and 
steerageway. 

Additionally, diver must remain within these 
specified distances of the dive flag when they 
are diving. 

DUES ARE DUE 
Don’t forget Club Dues are Due.  Keep your 

membership current.  $25 for single member 

and $35 for family membership.  We will be up-

dating our roster with the local dive shops. 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

   

 The day we all anxiously await every year has finally arrived!  
I have packed away my 7mm wet suit for the season!  As my dive 
buddies can attest, I start to shiver if the temperature drops below 
80 degrees!  Instead of foregoing the winter dive season, I don my 7 
mm wet suit, two vests, and two hoods so that I may continue diving.  
It think I need to buy arctic gloves and booties, but that will have to 
wait until I can afford them!  At times I feel like Ralphie’s little 
brother in the snow suit in A Christmas Story, but a month without 

diving is like a day without coffee!  I just can’t do it!  So dust off your gear, get everything serviced and hit the water 
with us.  We have a full calendar of dives planned and all we need is you to fill the slots!  If there are certain dive trips 
you are interested in, tell a board member or better yet gather all the details and present the trip to the board.  Many 
of us have dove throughout Florida and we end up diving our own personal preferences, either because of the conven-
ience/cost or type of reef life.  Some of us prefer to hunt the deeper ledges off Jupiter, or maybe the wrecks which 
abound in Florida while others prefer the shallow reefs teeming with colorful reef creatures.  So tell us what type of 
diving you prefer and we’ll try to make it happen.  This is your club, let your voice be heard.  The more people we can 
put on a boat the better our bargaining power as far as dive location and prices.  If you know a diver who has not 
joined our club, drag him to one of our meetings, invite him on a dive.  This is one of the best clubs in the State be-
cause we dive often and we dive safely.  We are the group that dive masters beg to accompany on charters.  It used to 
amaze me whenever a dive master got back on the boat and exclaim with wonder that our group was able to stay to-
gether, follow directions, get back on the boat with no incidences.   How hard is that, I would wonder!  Then I dove on 
a boat with a dive club from the southern part of the State and I stopped wondering.  Stepping over their dive gear 
while in full gear on a rocking boat was challenging enough but to be made to wait while someone finished his conver-
sation so you could sit down surpassed even my patience and capacity for understanding.  I also didn’t appreciate be-
ing kicked in the face several times during the dive but that sometimes happens in the best of conditions.  So pat your-
selves on the back and keep up your continuing education. 

As far as planned dives, we’ve got several in the works as I mentioned above.  We’ve got a full moon night dive 
planned in June; we always have Blue Heron Bridge dives on the schedule when the tide cooperates, as well as a 
Lauderdale by the Sea dive. We’ve had many discussions in the past about the effects of the economy on our local 
businesses.  We all agree that no one wants to see another dive shop close and that we need to send business to our 
local businesses instead of internet shopping to save $5.  In an attempt to help support our local economy and keep 
some of our dive money here in the county, DUDC has decided to start running dives through our local dive shops.  We 
have already set up two such dives, one through JND Scuba and one through Sea Level Scuba.  Both of these shops 
have been very supportive of our attempts, even though we could not bring as many divers as we had hoped.  We 
thank them for their support and for those who missed these dives, you really missed some great dives!  We will con-
tinue to run dives through these dive shops and we encourage our members to drop by and thank them personally for 
their support.  As you know the great door prizes that we give away every month come from these shops at a dis-
counted price.   

It has recently come to my attention that many of you have not taken advantage of your membership privileges.  
Many of our local dive shops will offer you a discount when you tell them that you are a member (extended dive trip 
exclusions).  In addition, there are some dive operators that will give you a discount as well.  Wear your Down Under 
T-Shirt on your next dive or the next time you go to the dive shop.  That way if you forget to ask about the club dis-
count, you’re covered!  (no pun intended...well, okay.  It was intended.)  

See you Down Under! —Jeri L. Curley,  President 
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Knowing Your Limitations 

By Terry Peterman 

 It’s been a while since I was in the teaching arena but one of the most 

important points my partners and I tried to instill in our students was Know-

ing Your Limitations.  To many this seems an obvious practice.  However, 

there are a number of people that feel the need to challenge themselves by 

doing new and adventurous things.  Not a bad attitude really as long as one 

moves forward in baby steps and as long as one is informed of all the facts 

related to what you’re getting into.  For instance, one of the things I taught in 

class was how bad of an idea it was to scuba dive in Sebastian inlet.  Those of 

us with local knowledge are aware of the treacherous currents, the 2 ¼ hour delay to the tide flow, and 

the forest of monofilament fish line that covers the bottom from years of fishing in the area.   But imag-

ine an uninformed visiting diver from the Carolinas unaware of these facts making a casual dive in the 

area.  Chances are good he is going to get caught up in the fish line and become a casualty of our indus-

try.  The best suggestion I can give is to seek out other divers who are familiar with the type of diving 

you want to do.  Buddy up with them if possible.  Be aware of the physical demands that type of diving 

may require and be sure you can cope with it in all situations.  For instance, drift diving may involve a 

light current or a swift current and it may not be in exactly the direction you hoped, requiring some 

swimming to stay on the reef.  I can’t stress enough the importance of seeking out others with experi-

ence in the type of diving your interested in and finding out what it’s all about.  Take care, safe diving 

and see you at the anchor. 

Diving Breakers & Bath and Tennis 

By Jeri L. Curley     

The week began with iffy forecasts.  We sold our slots, then we had 
cancelations.  We ended up with 4 divers from our group and 6 from 
Sea Level.  Not a bad tally and a group of great divers to boot.  The 
boat was sold out despite the forecast for 3-5 foot seas which was 
downgraded to 2-4 foot the day before with 4 second intervals.   Four 
second intervals—rolling waves.  Nothing we can’t handle.  I decided 
to try the dive without my 7mm, so I packed my farmer john and top.  I 
haven’t used that top in a couple of years and it took two of us to zip it 
up.  Now really, I have LOST weight since I last used this wet suit.  The 
first dive was north Breakers (named for the Breakers Hotel which was 
the back drop in a scene in the recent detective TV series, The Glades) 

ending at Turtle Mound.  Our group was fist in the water—DIVE, DIVE, DIVE!  It was easy to spot Bill with his funky 
looking yellow fins and even easier to spot Don from a mile away 
with his NEON Yellow, glow-in-the-dark fins.  I actually had to 
hunt for Bob, he blended in with all the other nondescript dive 
gear toting divers.    

For the first time I was able to get a couple of shots of a Coronet 
fish (two—one about 4 foot long , the other about 2 foot—and 
they were together) from the front and not side.  My wet suit was 
making it difficult to hold my camera up in front of me!!  UGGG!!!  
We found lots of nurse sharks.  For some reason they were 
stacked like cord wood under ledges.  In one ledge, there were 
four on top of each other.  We also found a little 2 foot nurse 
shark.  Awww!  We spotted a green moray in a crevice.  He 
started to move away and I started to follow to see where he’d 
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Photo by Terry Peterman  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

“Harry Potter” 



come out.  Next thing I knew, he was popping out of a hole heading straight for 
my camera.  My first thought was “Please camera, focus fast!!!”  The dive time 
was approaching the 50 minute mark  and the dive master decided to continue 
since I had requested Turtle Mound.  We trekked the open sand to hit our mark.  
We were swimming 
against the current at this 
point and I almost gave up.  
But perseverance paid off.  
We did find one logger-
head sleeping under a 
ledge and we made it to 
the north end where the 
dive master requested a 
special dental cleaning 
from a couple of Scarlet-
striped cleaning shrimp.   
The second group  caught 
up with us at this time and 
we started to head up.  
We reached the surface and saw that the dive boat was still pick-
ing up divers.  We kicked back and waited, chatting excitedly 
about all the cool critters we’d seen.  The waves had calmed 
down a bit.  I was surprised.  The seas are usually calmer in the 
morning and kick up in the afternoon.  For our surface interval, I 
brought our traditional Oreo cookie treat.  I couldn’t find Easter 
Oreos so I settled for Heads or Tails cookies.  Heads or 
Tails...HMM.  That sounds like my photos!  Trying to get the 
heads but sometimes shooting the tails.  As usual, Abernethy pro-
vided the artfully displayed pineapple and we chatted non-stop 

about the great 
dive. 

 I ripped off that offending wet suit top which was beginning to cut off 
circulation and decided that I would brave the cold.  As soon as I hit the 
water my weight pocket dropped out.  I didn‘t realize it until I started to 
list, then I knew exactly what had happened.  I shifted weights into my 
pocket with some help from my dive buddy and continued on.  We 
dropped at Bath and Tennis (named for the Bath and Tennis Club).  The 

current was a little stronger on this dive.  
The viz a little worse but still a great 
dive.  

We packed up the gear and the kids into 
the mini-van and headed to Cheese-
burger and More in Jupiter for lunch and 
more discussions about what we’d seen 
that day.  You may have seen my post 
on Facebook with a snapshot of a snap-
shot from the restaurant .  Drifty 
McNeally had gotten his photo taken for 
eating a 3 pound burger and he had the 
tummy bulge to prove it.  What a great 
place to live and dive!  Florida Rocks! 
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, 
Located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded 
each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested 
in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! 

If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Craig Capion VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 JoEllen Dessert Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:    
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   ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
  items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 

 with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You can purchase them 
at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

 USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes 
with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with war-
ranty $400 
Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149  
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