
Chuck Brown & Terry Keeney 
At our Dive Club meeting on November 13th, Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney will talk to us 
about their experiences diving Belize this year.  Belize, formerly British Honduras, is the 
northernmost Central American nation. It is home to the second longest (199 mile) barrier 
reef in the world, behind the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Belize has a Mayan heritage. 

Chuck and Terry each have over 900 dives in Florida and the Caribbean. Much of that experi-
ence has been behind a still or video camera.  They have been producing videos of their un-
derwater travels together since 2005. During that time the scenes have included the Turks & 
Caicos Islands, Cayman Islands, Belize, Bonaire and Cozumel.  

 Come on a magical mystery tour to the 1960s. A time of peace, love, the space race and 
formation of the KSC Barracudas. Ten KSC Barracuda and Martin Dive Club members were 
persuaded into the crystal blue of Belize to dive on the longest barrier reef in the northern 

hemisphere. On Monday, 
Monday we dove with queen 
triggers; grey, French, 
Queen, and rock beauty 
angelfish; hawksbill turtles; 
many kinds of parrotfish; 
and barracuda of many sizes. 

Terry and Chuck created one of their signature Fish I.D. Challenges. 
The competition was stiff; you could tell a fire was lit under the con-
testants. 

During the trip Grace Hampton earned the RESPECT of the passen-
gers and crew with the completion of her 1400th dive.  

Although we cannot go back to Yesterday and relive the adventure, 
come to the club meeting to experience the next best thing, a 
Keeney-Brown video presentation 
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Meeting Location 

The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the 

Month @ 7 pm 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD 
Every 4th Monday of the Month 

@ 6:30 pm 
Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter Party Dive November TBD TBD Scott Newland 
Divecoordinator 

@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Christmas Party DECEMBER MEETING FREE Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

 

Photo Contest 2013 

Start taking those photos for our 2013 photo 

contest.  This year judging will done by Jeri 

Curley and John Dockendorf.  For tips on how 

to take that winning shot, don’t hesitate to ask 

us on our next dive together. 

 

DUES  

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due in February.  

Keep your membership current.  $25 for sin-

gle member and $35 for family membership.  

Ask about any discounts available. 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

   

How Does Recycling Plastic Help Animals? 
Introduction 

Plastic is one of the longest lived waste that can be produced, taking hun-

dreds to thousands of years to decompose. In fact, most of the common 

plastics produced do not decompose but are transformed into microplas-

tics, tiny particles of plastic that cannot be seen by the naked eye. In 

2011, the United States produced 32.5 million tons of plastic waste, of 

which only three percent was recycled. Recycling plastic has a number of 

benefits to animals. 

Greenhouse Gases 

Greenhouse gases keep the sun's radiant heat from bouncing back into 

space. It warms the planet. Too much greenhouse gas causes a rise in 

temperature, an effect known as global warming. In 2011, approximately 6,7002 million metric tons were dis-

charged into the air by the United States. Fossil fuel combustion is the largest contributor to this emission stream. 

Extreme heat is required manufacture plastic from raw materials. Recycling reduces the amount energy expended 

by 70 percent, thereby reducing the emission of greenhouse gases and helping to maintain a stable climate. Cli-

mate not only directly affects animals but it affects their habitat. Plants and animals are specifically adapted to the 

environment in which they are found. Altering that environment through climatic change would adversely affect 

both. 

Pollutants 

Plastics break down into small particles called microplastics. Studies have shown that microplastics contaminate 

every ocean in the world. They have recently been found in the Great Lakes and are likely to contaminate every 

body of water on earth. Not only are plastics manufactured with chemicals and additives that can endanger ani-

mals, but microplastics attract waterborne pollutants. These microplastics with their chemical additives and pollut-

ants are ingested by marine organisms. Studies have found microplastics in organisms from plankton to whales. 

The extent of the adverse effect on animals by these chemicals and pollutants is currently being studied. 

Plastic Debris 

Plastic waste can directly impact animals by entangling them or obstructing their movement. Animals that become 

entangled in fishing line and other plastic waste are unable to forage for food, surface to breath or hide from 

predators. The entanglement can also directly cut into the animal's flesh, potentially leading to amputation of a 

limb. There are no clear numbers on how many animals, both terrestrial and marine, are killed each year due to 

entanglement. Some sources quote one million birds and 100,000 large marine animals worldwide. To date, there 

are no published scientific studies to document this. However, a study conducted in 1983 postulated that 50,000 

fur seals died from entanglement. 

In addition to entanglement, some plastic debris is ingested by animals either accidentally or because the plastic 

resembles food. Once ingested, the plastic will damage or obstruct the digestive system, eventually causing starva-

tion and death. Studies conducted from 1985 to 2012 show an increase in the amount of plastic ingested by green 

sea turtles. Other studies have found similar trends in marine mammals, fish and invertebrates. 

Animal Habitat 

Animal habitat is destroyed during the manufacture of plastics in three ways. One way is through climate change 

previously discussed. The second is during the collection of the natural resources. Plastics are manufactured from 

petroleum products and natural gas. Collecting and transporting these raw materials eliminates wildlife habitat. 

Recycling plastic reduces the need for raw material and therefore reduces the need to disturb wildlife habitat. 

Lastly, if plastics are recycled they do not end up in a landfill or as debris. Landfills eliminate potential habitat for 

animals and plastic debris smothers and kills sensitive habitat. Many animals are threatened with extinction due to 

loss of habitat. 
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President’s Message 

Photo by Vicky Spang  



Avoiding Motion Sickness 

By Terry Peterman 

     If your one of the lucky, such as myself, who do not get motion sickness it’s diffi-

cult to appreciate the true agony that goes along with it.  

But for those who are prone to motion sickness, Dive 

Boats can be a nightmare.  There is some mystery in the 
details of why we get motion sickness but the root cause 

appears to be mixed signals between senses; the accel-

eration sensors in your ears are not agreeing with what 

your eyes are seeing or your stomach is feeling.  There 

are things that can be done to help prevent motion sick-

ness or ease the effects.  One is medicating, Meclozine or 
Dramamine reduce the activity of the area of the brain 

causing nausea.  Premedication is very important you 

should start taking the medication the night before to 

make sure you have reached a therapeutic range in the 

blood stream.   Another good practice seems contradictory to common sense but you 

should eat a good meal before going out, a full stomach is less sensitive to motion.  
Eat sensibly though; acidic or greasy food can make matters worse.  There is some 

evidence that eating ginger helps to prevent motion sickness, Ginger snaps may be the 

ideal breakfast or snack.  Along this same line drink plenty of fluids to keep well hy-

drated and fill your stomach.  Try to focus your attention on the horizon, focusing on 

things close only reinforce the conflict between your eyes and ears.   Minimize your 

movement on the boat and try to face forward to the motion.  Avoid odors that can 

heighten your senses such as diesel fumes, musty cabins and the head on the boat.  If 
you need to vomit be sure to do it over the side with the wind at your back, both the 

fish and the other passengers on board will appreciate it, under no circumstance 

should you do it in the head of a boat, the load will overwhelm the pluming.  Finally no 

matter how bad you feel on the boat relief will come quickly after entering the water, 

don’t cancel your dive if you can help it.  You may vomit in your regulator but it should 

deal with it, just swish it around a few times to clean it out.  I hope these suggestions 
can minimize the effects of motion on your system.  See you at the anchor. 

DUDC Holiday Party 

Don’t forget the annual Holiday Party will be held at the December 
meeting—December 11th at 7pm.  We will have the traditional Chinese 
Gift Exchange—a hilarious good time.  If you wish to participate, bring a 
wrapped gift ($25 limit).   This year members will receive a $5 certificate 
to apply toward their meal ($10 for family membership).  If you would 

like to bring a small dessert to share, please feel free to do so.   
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Photo by Terry Peterman  



PAGE 5 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB  NOVEMBER 2013  

Blue 

Heron 

Bridge 

Photos by Jeri Curley  



 

 

 

 

 

The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard 

County.  Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC's numbers have grown to 100 strong.  

Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives for the benefit of our members; encourage 

the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental respon-

sibility throughout the dive community.  Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bon-

aire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, 

and even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages from 11 

to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA 

diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you have 

any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Shauna Hume VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer JoEllen Dessert Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Diane Ford Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Vicki Spang Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 
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Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive 

photos for sale.  You can purchase them at 

the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level 

Scuba.   

Miscellaneous Dive Equipement for Sale – Make an offer 

- REGULATOR - US Divers Micra, 1st and 2nd stage with 
octopus 2nd 

- COMPUTER - Oceanic DataMax Sport Dive 

- LED LIGHT - Princeton dive light with 4 C batteries 

- LED LIGHT - Intova dive light with 3 AAA batteries 

- LED LIGHT - 1400 Lumen Dive light with 18650 Li-Ion 
battery and charger 

6 And more.... 

 Make offer. John Dockendorf 321.431.0430 johndocken-
dorf@earthlink.net  

Melbourne Friday Fest: 

Say Hello to your board members at Melbourne’s 
Friday Fest.  Every few months, we’ll be next to 
Meg’s handing out information on the club and 

trying to increase our list of dive buddies!  We’ll let 
you know when at our meeting or email a board 

member. 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
mailto:johndockendorf@earthlink.net
mailto:johndockendorf@earthlink.net

