
  

Speaker for the September Meeting: 
Randy Jordan  

It’s that time of the year, 
when thoughts turn to 
the great Goliath Grou-
per aggregation off of 
Jupiter. And soon the 
Lemon’s will join suit.  
Who better to tell us 
about these marine phe-
nomena than our own 
Randy Jordan, owner of 
Emerald Dive Charters out of Jupi-
ter, Florida.         
http://emeraldcharters.com/ 
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Winners in August 
 

Priscilla Winder-Flashlight;  
Joe Crecente-Dive Bag 
Mel Faust-Dive License 

 
Guests: Brian Drake, Peter Barille, Priscilla Winder and Chip Baumberger  

 
Don Dessert won the 50/50—over 100 bucks! 

Inside this issue: 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



  

PAGE 2 DO W N  UN DER  DIV E  CL UB S E P T E M B ER  2 0 1 0 

Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   
Lagoon House, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 
9/8/10 @ 7 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 9/27/10 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to  
Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Saturday, 9/11 in water by 
10:30 am FREE Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Blue Heron Bridge Saturday, 9/25 in water by 
9:30 am FREE Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Looe Key Music Festival July 9-10, 2011 $315 TJ McKeown tjmcqn@yahoo.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 
paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 
refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 
DUDC.         ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

This photo was short-listed to move on to the 
final judging for the monthly photo contest at 
Underwaterphotography.com and is in the run-
ning for the yearly prize. 

It competes with photos submitted worldwide.  
Don’t miss our next BHB dive. 

Sea Level Scuba 
4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 
(321)255-1825 

 
 
 
Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 
Melbourne, Florida 32901 
(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 
4651 Babcock Street NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
(321) 723-8888 

Flying Squid at Blue 
Heron Bridge 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



 

 

I haven’t done as much diving this summer as I would like to do.  
It is a little bothersome to me.  One of my diving partners is off in 
his motorhome with his wife seeing the U.S.A. as it can only be 
seen from the perspective of a RV.  Of-course, I’m talking about 
our old treasurer Bob Carmichael.  But, I want to make a bigger 
point here.  One of the great benefits of the dive club is that so 
many members can take time to dive during the week.  Several, 
myself included, are now retired and can make dives in the middle 
of the week.  So, I finally stopped feeling sorry because my friend 
was gone and started getting other people to go diving Monday 
through Friday.  Now there is a big plus to this.  We who can dive 
weekdays have seven days to choose from, not just two.  We have 
the luxury of looking at marine forecasts for dive planning instead 
of days off work for dive planning.  We aren’t just restricted to 
weekends.  That helps.  Another benefit of weekday diving is that 
the boats are usually not as crowded as they are on weekends.  

And I’m all for extra room to stow my gear.  It’s also handy in helping me not slip my arm into the 
shoulder strap or the BC next to me.  So, don’t be shy like I was and not call people you know to 
partner up and dive with.  Call them, it will prove to be a worthwhile call and you can get back into 
the water pretty much under the conditions that you like. 

And all of this leads to a broader subject.  And that is the social aspect of belonging to this club.  
There are often times that I think we don’t do enough informal meetings.  In-other-words, not 
enough social meetings over the course of a year.  By this I mean events like the Ice-Cream social 
and the December meeting with the Chinese gift exchange.  We don’t have a speaker for these 
meetings and they are the only two times each year that such meetings are the norm.  The board 
has been discussing adding one or two more of this type meeting.  We could bring in our photos, 
CDs, DVDs, or maybe have a swap meet and sale of used gear.  Whatever the case do you think it 
would be a good thing to create a little change of pace?  Talk to me or any other board member 
and let us hear your opinion on this.  Give us new ideas to work with.  Our goal is ultimately is to 
serve the club members in the best way we can.  Your input is important to us.  So let us know if 
you think this is a idea or if you have something else in mind, give it voice.  We are here to serve 
you. 

And if you haven’t checked out the clubs web-
site you should do so.  Henry Schoepp has been 
working on it and making it current.  He’s done a 
remarkable job.  Also, check out our Facebook 
page.  That was created by Michael Workman.  All 
kinds of information and articles at both places.  I 
want to thank each of these gentlemen for the 
work they are doing with these marvels of this 
electronic age.  Things are shaping up nicely at 
both places. 

 ———-Bill Allen, President  
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President’s Message 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



Lionfish Safety 
By Terry Peterman 

    On July 27th 2010 the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission made it 
legal to take Lionfish of any size in Florida including the Marine Parks.  There is a 
movement to Harvest Lionfish as a food source and there are many claims as to the 
tasty nature of the fish and even a website with lionfish recipes (http://
www.lionfishhunter.com/Lionfish%20Recipes.html).  If you would like to try your hand 
at Lionfish Hunting I want to express a word of caution and give you some sugges‐
tions.   Remember there are 12 dorsal spines on the fish that are equipped with a hy‐
podermic style of injection system for stinging.  If taking the Lionfish by spear, it is a 

good idea to make sure the fish is dead before removing it from the spear, piercing the head and brain with a sharp 
object such as a pair of scissors  can do the trick.  Freezing the fish in near freezing water appears to inactivate the poi‐
son sack at the base of the spines and makes the fish safer to handle.  It also facilitates scaling the fish making it very 
easy to scrap the scales from the fish and gut it.  The spines can be cut off with a pair of sheet metal shears or heavy‐
duty scissors.  So far it appears we will be the only predator for this species of fish and although I would normally feel 
it unconscionable to hunt a species to extinction I will make an exception for a nonnative species that is as devastating 
to reef fish populations as this one is.  Good Luck and see you at the anchor.   

Going Back to the Bridge 
It has been several months since I’ve ventured back to the Blue Heron Bridge.  The 
saying that everything old is new again is very appropriate for this dive site.  Re‐
member all the juvenile Spotted Drum that we all tried to capture with our cam‐
eras—the jittery little buggers!  Now we’re seeing juvenile Jackknife fish.  As we 
were prepping to enter the water, I looked out at all the dive flags already dotting 
the dive site.  Warm water, afternoon dive, sunny sky, no wind.  I had hoped eve‐
ryone would be on a boat.  No!  Everyone was here!  We decided to take a chance 
and head under the moored boats toward the east.  We found a wreck that we 
hadn’t spotted before—next to a couple of shopping carts. “Clean up on isle 
three!”  Many juveniles were hanging out—Grunts, Angelfish, etc. As we headed 
east southeast, I noticed that the Feather Caulerpa (an algae not seagrass) was 
coming back.  This is where everyone reports seeing Seahorses these days.  I think 
I got whiplash looking back and forth 

searching the green fronds for that elusive form. The “landscape” south of the 
small fixed bridge has changed dramatically—mountains and gullies!  I kept 
checking my compass to make sure we were heading in the right direction.  
When we came to “Garden Eel Valley,” I knew we were in the right spot.  Of 
course, only one garden eel was sighted.  He quickly popped back into his hole 
and refused to come back out!  Not even time for a distant blurry shot!  A tiny 
octopus oozed, glided, slid back into its  home made of a PVC pipe half buried in 
the sand, allowing us only a glimpse of one arm.  Walking across the bottom 
was one of the largest Hermit Crabs I’ve seen in a long time.  He was sporting 
the latest Queen Conch shell workout attire.  Everyone that swam by had to 
pick him up to verify that the shell was occupied!  So he had quite the work out 
trying to curl up in his shell which was too small for him.  Then the icing on the 
cake!   A couple of squid posed for me beneath a moored boat.  By this time the 
batteries on my strobe had died.  Instead of the light from the strobe reflecting 
on the waters surface, the clouds in the sky were captured behind the two 
squid.      —Jeri L. Curley  
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Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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Photo by Terry Peterman  
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KKKEEPEEPEEP   YYYOUROUROUR   MMMONEYONEYONEY   IIINNN   THETHETHE   FFFAMILYAMILYAMILY!!!   
What do we do when the economy starts to get dicey? We start to pinch pennies.  Suddenly, that $5 

latte doesn’t look so good any more.  We’re all trying to save a buck so we can go out and do what we love 
best—DIVE!  Yet when we try to save a few bucks by purchasing equipment on line, what are we really sav‐
ing?  Sure, you’ve put that $10 into the bank and you can put it toward that dive trip.  But you are also tak‐
ing it away from your local dive shop—a dive shop that needs that revenue to keep its doors open.  Believe 
it or not, they’re not in this business to become millionaires.  They love diving as much as you do.  And they 
are struggling, the same as you are.  What happens if they have to close up shop because too many people 
are buying on line?  Do you really want to spend $30 in gas to fill your tanks or get your equipment serviced.  
We’ve already seen two local dive shops go under.  Buy locally.  Support your LOCAL economy.   

 

Emergency Room Doctor Found Guilty 
of Violating Navigation Laws 

Last year, Rob Murphy told Down Under about his  nearly fatal encounter with an uneducated boater off 
of Stuart.  In August of this year, Dr. Roger Nicosia, an Emergency Room Doctor was found guilty of violating 
navigation laws and was sentenced to 6 month probation.  The Civil Suit is expected to begin in the spring.  
Remember to support Dive Flag Awareness or you may be the next victim of an uneducated boater. 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Chapter 27 of the 2003 Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or rescue vessel that ap-
proaches within 100 feet of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or 
navigation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-down flag on wa-
ters other than a river, inlet, or navigation channel, must proceed no 
faster than is necessary to maintain headway and steerageway. 
Additionally, diver must remain within these specified distances 
when they are diving. 

Divers shall make reasonable efforts to stay within 100 feet of th



 
 

 

 
 

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang  

Membership:                 Henry Schoepp  

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  JoEllen Dessert  
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   ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
  items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 

 with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You can purchase them 
at the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

2011 Calendars 
I’ll be printing off my 2011 Calendar with my 
best dive photos.  If you want a copy, the cost 
of printing has gone up.  They are now $20 per 
calendar.  Shoot me an email if you want a 
copy and I’ll make sure I bring enough with me 
to the club meeting.   —Jeri L. Curley 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes 
with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, comes with war‐
ranty $400 
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit $149  

 


