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& December Club Meeting is on December 8th at 7:30 p.m. at the Indian River Lagoon House. 
 

Bring your favorite holiday dish.   
DUDC is supplying the main course.   

 
There will be a gift exchange (please, no gifts 

over $10), and door prizes.   
Participation in the gift exchange is not a      

requirement to attend.   
Dress is (of course) casual.   

Everyone is welcome to join the festivities.   
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President & DUDC  
Newsletter Editor:                       

Debi Buck  

Vice-President: Bob Carmichael  

Treasurer:                     Ed Given  

Secretary:                       Laurel LeFavor 

Membership:                 Marty Munnich  

Safety Officer:  Phil Kellner  

Dive Coordinator:  Michael Wheat  

    Members At Large:   

Webmaster:                    Shannon Anderson  

Concession  
Master:  

Tom Butler  



DUDC DIVE & EVENT CALENDAR  
Event Time Location/Charter  Member's 

Cost  
 

Payment 
Due Date 

 Coordinator  
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday, 
11/10/04 @ 7:30 p.m 

Indian River Lagoon 
House 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach Dive Saturday,  
11/13/04 @ 8 am 

Narcosis $50 + tanks 10/2/04 Michael  
727-1028 

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday,  
11/23/2004 @ 7 p.m. 

Telephone  
Conference 

Free - open to all  
members 

  Contact Any Board Member to  
Attend 

West Palm Beach Dive Saturday, 
11/27/2004  @ 8:30 a.m.
** 

Pura Vida Divers $45.50 + tanks 8/28/04 Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting & Christmas 
Party  

Wednesday, 
12/8/04 @ 7:30 p.m 

Indian River Lagoon 
House 

Free   Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  
the scheduled event or with a  paid replacement divers.  Exceptions can be made in the event of a death 
in the family or illness with Board approval.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are can-
celled by the Charter or DUDC. 
 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.   

If you are interested in running a dive, please contact  Michael at 727-1028 for more information. 
Divers not belonging to DUDC add $5  

 
(This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)   

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday,  
12/22/2004 @ 7 p.m. 

Telephone  
Conference 

Free - open to all  
members 

  Contact Any Board Member to  
Attend 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday, 
1/12/05 @ 7:30 p.m 

Indian River Lagoon 
House 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday,  
1/25/2005 @ 7 p.m. 

Melbourne Public Li-
brary—Fee Avenue 

Free - open to all  
members 

  Contact Any Board Member to  
Attend 

Keys Trip Saturday & Sunday  
11/20 & 21 

 $179 diver 
$40 non-diver 

11/13/04 Michael  
727-1028 

Mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday, 
2/9/05 @ 7:30 p.m 

Indian River Lagoon 
House 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday,  
2/22/2005 @ 7 p.m. 

Telephone  
Conference 

Free - open to all  
members 

  Contact Any Board Member to  
Attend 

West Palm Beach Dive Saturday, 
2/26/2005  @ 8:30 a.m.** 

Pura Vida Divers TBD 2/12/05 Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  

Wednesday, 
3/9/05 @ 7:30 p.m 

Indian River Lagoon 
House 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of  
Director's Meeting 

Tuesday,  
3/22/2005 @ 7 p.m. 

Telephone  
Conference 

Free - open to all  
members 

  Contact Any Board Member to  
Attend 

West Palm Beach Dive  Saturday, 
3/26/2005  @ 8:30 a.m.** 

Pura Vida Divers TBD 2/12/05 Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 
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D.U.D.C. Key’s trip – November 20-21st 
 
Once again, another Hurricane make-up dive.  If we are going 
to have another 100 hurricanes again next year, I am going to 
RESIGN as dive coordinator ☺ [Editor’s note:  No you’re 
not!!] 
 
But everyone’s spirit was still good.  While we lost a few peo-
ple who were regularly schedule to go, we picked up a few 
more hearty souls.  As always, a special thanks to everyone 
that made the trek down with us:  Bob Carmichael, Dale 
Purchase, Marty & Kathy Munnich, Jeri Curley, Keith & 
Tuyet Caldwell, and Jim Paviol. 
 
Several of us (Bob, Dale, Jeri, and I) headed down a day 
early on Friday to get a little extra diving in.  Marty and Kathy 
also came down on Friday, but the romantic couple decided 
to spend “quality” time together and passed on the extra div-
ing.  MARTY!  Get your priorities straight ☺ 
 
The four of us boarded the boat and headed out Friday afternoon for our first of many dives for the weekend.  For our 
first trip, the captain picked two nice easy relaxing dives for us to get our feet wet.  The first site was called Conch wall.  
This is a 50-60 foot drift dive and the viz was about the same.  Saw the first of many nurse sharks we would see over 
the weekend.  We also saw several nice green moray eels.  For the second site, we headed for a nice shallow anchored 
dive site called “Horseshoe”.  And when I say shallow, I mean SHALLOW.  My max depth was only 22 feet!!!  And a lot 
of the time we were between 10-15 feet.  Sorry, but it is weird looking at your gauges and seeing that you are only at 7 
feet.  Why do I have scuba equipment on again ☺  But it was a VERY pretty site.  Obviously with the shallow depth, it 
brought many more tropical fish and corals. 
 
After the dive, I found out that the Conch Republic has a VERY nice feature.  They had HUGE dunk tanks waiting for us 
so we could wash out our gear and a place for us to hang it up.  We could leave all of our gear there and not have to 
worry about dragging it back in forth.  Plus I loved the fact that parking, the dive shop, and the boat are all within 100 
feet of each other.  They have the best setup I have EVER seen.  The boat is literally 3 feet away from the dive shop!  
Hey, what can I say…  I’m lazy! 
 
From there we headed to the condo that the Friday group would be staying in.  It was at a place called the Seagull.  I 
thought it was very nice and the master bedroom was wonderful.  Of course Marty and Kathy had already marked out 
that room as their territory.  Okay, so that was the couples room - but after I saw it, it almost became the dive coordina-
tor room.  I was going to lock and barricade myself in there!  We all decided to take a quick shower before heading out 
to dinner.  Expect there was no hot water.  So let’s just say we all took VERY quick showers!  There was a sign on the 
front door that said to turn on the circuit breaker for the hot water tank.  So we opened up the closet with the hot water 
tank and VERIFIED that it was on.  We called maintenance and he was nice enough to point out the MAIN circuit box in 
the hallway.  Okay…  Lesson learned ☺ 
 
For dinner that evening we tried a new place that was recommended by the dive shop called “The Encore”.  It was a lit-
tle bit upscale, but nothing you needed a suit for.  Although after looking at the prices on the menu, I thought we might 
be washing dishes that evening!  Food was good and the company was GREAT! 
 
After a good nights sleep, we headed back out Saturday morning for our first wreck (the Eagle) of the weekend.  We got 
there early and picked up our gear (gosh I loved that) and boarded the boat.  Captain said the seas were going to be a 
little rough, but nothing bad.  As we hit the site you could already tell the visibility was going to be GREAT.  The water 
was just so clear.  We geared up, jumped in the pool, and headed down the mooring line.  This was my first time on this 
wreck.  While is was a nice dive and VIZ was an incredible top to bottom at over 100 feet, it just didn’t do much for me.  
There was a large Jew fish hanging about 20 yards off the ship.  But in general, not a lot of life on the ship.  On the plus 
side, there was very little current.  That would be a last! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Now you can pay for your Club dives, membership fees and  merchandise with your credit 
card.  For more details, talk to the dive coordinator or call Ed Given at 255-5587.  

Oriskany now set to arrive within weeks 
Ship will dock at port before becoming reef 

 
 

December 1, 2004 
Doug Haller @PensacolaNewsJournal.com 
 
The ship is rusty. It doesn't have a flight deck. It doesn't have much of its bulkhead insulation. But it soon 
will have a new home. 
 
The decommissioned aircraft carrier Oriskany is set to arrive in Pensacola around Dec. 18, a major step in 
the process that will send it to the sea floor as an artificial reef. The sinking is to take place in June, 25 
miles south of Pensacola Pass. 
 
"Over the past few months, there were several times when my faith was tested, but I tried to keep the 
faith,'' said Robert Turpin, chief of Escambia County Marine Resources. "I just tried to focus on my role in 
assisting the technical work and issues so that it could come here.'' 
 
Oriskany was scheduled to be scuttled in August, when it was expected to attract divers and anglers from 
around the globe, pumping millions of dollars into the Northwest Florida economy. But several environ-
mental issues delayed the event, keeping the flattop docked in Corpus Christi, Texas, while the area 
braced for and recovered from Hurricane Ivan.  
 
Turpin recently toured the ship with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency officials and was pleased with 
the progress. Workers removed Oriskany's wooden flight deck to reduce an estimated 700 pounds of poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, an industrial compound known to cause cancer in animals. 
 
"I wouldn't say the ship was naked,'' Turpin said. "But (it was without) a lot of what I would call question-
able materials that could cause entanglements with diving.'' 
 
Oriskany will take temporary residence at the Port of Pensacola, secured next to the Bayfront Auditorium. 
In the coming months it will undergo final sink preparations while environmental and military officials con-
tinue to work on environmental agency disposal permits. 
 
Assistant Port Director Leon Walker said the port is 90 percent recovered from storm damage and should 
have no problem accommodating the 888-foot ship. 
 
"We're hopeful to get it in and get the work done so we can sink it as soon as possible,'' Walker said. 
 
©The Pensacola News Journal 
December 1, 2004 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 
 
 
The second site of the morning was called the Aquarium.  It was another shallow anchored dive with 3 separate 
patches of reef.  The captain anchored us up to the (B) patch.  For the few people that we lobstering on the boat, he 
sent them to patch (C), which was about 25 yards to the stern of the boat.  For the rest of us, we played on the (A) 
and (B) patches – which actually has a rope lying in the ground guiding you between the two.  In some ways this 
was my favorite dive of the whole weekend.  Everywhere I looked I was seeing new things.  For example, I found a 
small Golden Eel off in a little patch of coral.  He was beautiful!  Plus there were nurse sharks all over the place!  
Lots of fun and lots of bottom time.  
 
After we got back to dock, the rest of the crew was waiting for us (Keith, Tuyet, and Jim).  Conch Republic had also 
ordered pizza for us so we wouldn’t have to be so rushed over lunch.  Once again, I just love being spoiled ☺  We 
all loaded up and sailed off for the Spiegel Grove for the start of a three tank dive trip.  We were all excited and 
ready to go, although we had also picked up a dive jerk for the afternoon trip.  Really ticks you off when you dive with 
a charter in the morning and you leave all your gear on the boat so you can have to same spot, just to have same 
jerk come on board and move all your stuff.  Guess you just run into them from time to time.  As we started to get 
closer to the Spiegel, we could tell the seas had already started to pick up and the visibility was starting to deterio-
rate.  Captain gave us the dive briefing and told us to prepare for a STRONG current.  Basically, grab onto the rope 
as soon as you jump off the boat or your headed to Cuba ☺  We all safely made it to the rope and descended down 
to the wreck.  Once you got to the bottom and ducked behind the ship you were okay.  We had moored in the middle 
of the ship, so some people headed towards the bow of the boat while others headed for the stern.  Jeri and I 
thought we would save the stern for the second dive and headed for the bow to check out the bridge.  It was really 
neat!!!!  Keep in mind that the Spiegel lays on its side.  So as you entered one door, you had to swim towards the 
ocean floor to exit.  Really throws off your equilibrium.    Keep feeling like my body was sideways – and my instincts 
were to stand up in the room.  I could tell it was getting to my dive buddy…  She exited the ship butt first ☺  At about 
30 minutes, I hit 1000 PSI and it was time to start heading for the ascent line.  Found it and once again as soon as 
we hit about 70-80 feet, the current started ripping.  Made for a fun safety stop.  Once we got back on board, we de-
cided to call off the rest of the trip for the evening due to dive conditions and health issues. 
 
Sunday morning we headed back out to dive the Duane and the Bibb.  Once again, there was our gear just sitting 
there waiting for us!  And on the plus side, we were the ONLY people on the boat.  No better way to dive!  We hit the 
Bibb first and were immediately struck by the RIPPING current as soon as we hit the water.  It was worse then the 
Spiegel from the previous day.  It literally took effort to pull yourself down the line.  But once you got down it was a 
GREAT dive.  Turned out to be my favorite wreck of the weekend.  The ship has a ton of nice swim throughs and the 
largest nurse shark I have EVER seen was sitting on the ocean floor by the bow of the boat.  After playing around for 
awhile, we headed back to the asent line – or as it has now been renamed – the “E-Ticket” ride.  The current had 
you upside down as you slowly ascended up.  Personally, I thought it was BLAST!!!!  Just flapping in the wind – it 
was almost like flying!!! 
 
On a personal note:  That dive marked dive number 100 for me.  Thanks everyone for sharing the dive and cake af-
terwards with me.  Looking forward to diving the next 100 with such a GREAT group of people!!!! 
 
For the last dive of the trip – most people wanted to bypass the Duane (wimps) and find calmer conditions ☺  So we 
headed back inland and hit Snapper Ledge.  Another shallow/anchored dive site.  This site is known for the TONS 
and TONS and fish that are on it.  There were literally thousands of grunt and yellow tails everywhere.  Very pretty 
site and highly suggest hitting it if you can! 
 
Overall, GREAT weekend.  Come join us NEXT year on the trip!!! 
 

M. Wheat  
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        All week the marine forecast was calling for 2 foot or less seas 
which is perfect for diving.  The morning of the dive, the forecast changed 
and the forecast was calling for 2-4 feet seas. Unfortunately for us, it was 
a lot closer to four feet than two.  As we arrived at the dock, it appeared 
that winter had arrived in Florida.  The day was cloudy and before it was 
all over we would have not only one but two “fresh water rinses” (rain).  
 
             Diving with us today was Bob Jenson, Lee Simmons, Danielle 
Kaufman, John Whitehead, Gary Buck, James Buck, Debi Buck, and my-
self. 
 
       Because of the less than ideal conditions the captain decided that we 
should stay fairly close to the inlet to minimize any seasickness.  The first 
dive site was Fourth Window, a sixty foot dive and part of the Breaker’s 
Reef. The viz  was around 30-40 ft. and the temperature was around a 
constant 79 degrees. Always a nice dive, we saw a large green moray 
eel, a spotted moray eel, several yellow-headed jawfish just off the reef in 
the sand, and an abundance of the usual tropicals. 
 
        The second dive site was located at Toybox/Playpen, another dive 
sixty foot profile dive, which is fairly close to the inlet. The viz wasn’t quite 
as good as the last dive, but it didn’t stop us from having an enjoyable 
dive. There was a wide variety of fish at this site and lots of places to ex-
plore. It seemed that we had only been down for a few minutes when in 
fact, it was time to end the dive and ascend.  We saw several huge (and 
intimidating looking) barracudas under the Toybox, and tropicals that 
seem to pop up everywhere. 
 
        As we started to start in we got a free of charge gear rinse (it 
rained). Even though the conditions were not perfect, it still turned out to 
be a great day to dive.  

 
Jessica Buck 
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DUDC Wishes to Welcome  
the Following New Member:   

 
Robert McKnight 

 
 

DUDC  T-shirts & Polo Shirts 
                              T-shirt - $15    Now $7.50 

                             Polo Shirts -$25   
                                         Now $12.50 

                                                 Buy 2, any  
                                                  combination 
                                                 & get  a        

                                        $5 Discount 
 

DUDC 20th  

Anniv
ersa

ry 

ALL SHIRTS 

1/2 PRICE 

November’s Prize Winners 
 

Door Prize Winners:  
 

Dale Purchase – Bromeliad 
John Rolli– Bromeliad 

Jeanne Purchase – Bromeliad 
Al Audet– Save-A-Dive Kit 

Tommy Rhodes– Slate 
Kelly Uhland– Tank Banger 

 
50/50  Winner(s): 

 
NO JACKPOT WINNER— 

$$ ROLLS OVER TO DECEMBER!!! 
 
 

Door prizes are given away at each club meeting.   
Come to the meeting and sign-in to win. 
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DUDC Bulletin Board 

WantedWanted  
New Dive Coordinators that Want 

to Dive For FREE!!! 
Contact Michael Wheat  

for Details (321) 727-1028 
Or  

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.

Discount for DUDC Members from 
Narcosis Dive Charters. Mention that you are from the Down 
Under Dive Club (and pay in cash), 
and you can get the club rate of $45/
pp on your personal dives. Check out 
their website at  http://www.narcosisdivecharters.com/ 

10% Discount for DUDC Members with  

Pura Vida Divers.   

Pura Vida Divers in Singer Island is offer-

ing a discount for all DUDC members.  

Pura Vida offers daily scuba diving char-

ters, instruction, open water referrals, dive 

vacation packages, and scuba diving and 

snorkeling equipment sales, service, and 

rentals as well as enriched air (nitrox) and 

air fills.   

Contact Pura Vida Divers at (888) DIVE 

WPB (348-3972) or e -mail at 

info@puravidadivers.com.  Check out the 

website:  www.puravidadivers.com 

Do you have something you’re looking to buy, sell, trade 
or give away or just an announcement you would like to 

make, drop me a line at dbuck@downunderdiveclub.
com and  I  can put it in the newsletter for you.  

Want to receive the newsletter by email & 
enjoy the newsletter in full color?  

Send an e-mail to 
dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com & ask to 

be put on the list. 



PO Box 360105  
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105 
www.downunderdiveclub.com 

Down Under Dive Club 

 

 

% 

Please help us update our records by filling out the requested information and return by 
mail to DUDC, PO Box PO Box 360105, Melbourne Florida or turn it in at the next club 
meeting. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                            
Name                                                                                DOB                                     Telephone Number 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
Street Address                                                              City                   State                             ZIP  
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
E-mail Address                                                                          Level of Certification                  Agency 
 
Emergency Contact Information: 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
Name of Person to Contact in Case of Emergency                                  Relationship (I.e.,  Friend, Spouse, etc) 
 
                                                             
Telephone Number         
 
How would you like to receive your monthly newsletter (please check one): 
 
               c E-Mail           c  Regular Mail 


