
Speaker for September 14 

John Durham’s Video Presentation  

“I was certified as a YMCA SCUBA Diver in April 1971 and 
continued training to become a PADI OPEN WATER SCUBA 
INSTRUCTOR in 1972.  At that time the dive club, KSC Barra-
cudas, was teaching dive classes and I joined that club to be 
one of their instructors. I am still a member of that dive club to-
day.  

  

Through the years my wife, Kay, and I have made many dives 
in the Bahamas, the Caribbean, the Keys, all around the 
coast of Florida, and in the south Pacific, Cozumel, Cayman 
Islands, Bonaire, Honduras, and Belize.  And which place do I 
think I like best to dive? Any place I can get wet. I haven't made a dive without my cam-
era  in many years. Surely if you dive without it, you will see something that will make you 
wish you had it.  

  

Many years ago I decided videos are a great way to show non-divers the wonderful world 

of underwater.  I use the simplest of equipment and have used the same camera and 

housing for all of the videos I have taken.”  —John Durham  
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Meeting Location 
The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 

Inside this issue: 

A $200 gift Certificate to Sea Level Scuba.  $5 per ticket.  You can’t 

win if you don’t play! 
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 

7/13/11 @ 7 p.m. 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 7/25/11 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Afternoon Dive with Deep Obsession Saturday, 9/24/11, 1pm $65 Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

     

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

The Diver Down Flag 

Chapter 27 of the 2003  Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or 

rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet 

of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navi-

gation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-

down flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or 

navigation channel, must proceed no faster 

than is necessary to maintain headway and 

steerageway. 

Additionally, diver must remain within these 

specified distances of the dive flag when they 

are diving. 

DUES ARE DUE 

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due.  Keep your 

membership current.  $25 for single member 

and $35 for family membership.  We will be 

updating our roster with the local dive shops. 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 
   

DIVE DIVE DIVE? 
August has been a whirlwind of activity for the club—

Dives, dives and more dives.  We sometimes forget to 

thank the people who are responsible for putting to-

gether these trips.  For myself, my thanks come in 

the form of the excited discussions of what cool crit-

ters we’ve encountered.  But I wanted to extend a 

thanks to the people who have volunteered their time 

and effort 

to put together trips for the dive club.  

Craig has set up a few dives this year—one 

through Emerald Dive Charters and another 

through JND Scuba.  Hank Schoepp has 

also set up dives through JND. A number of 

my dives have been set up through Sea 

Level and a couple through Jupiter Dive 

Center.  JoEllen set up a dive with Little 

Deeper Dive Charters.  And of course the 

impromptu Blue Heron Bridge dives that 

John Dockendorf set up.  I want to extend 

my personal thanks to these volunteers and to the dive charters and shops who have 

made this dive season MOST EXCELLENT. It is a difficult task indeed to run a dive suc-

cessfully and your effort has not gone un-

noticed.  Thank You!   

Thanks go out to Mike Kurczewski, PADI 

Southeast Re-

gional Manager 

for the Great 

presentation on 

Going Pro.  We 

thoroughly en-

joyed the presen-

tation and thank 

you for the free 

PADI gear.  Until Next time I’ll See you Down Under!  

      —Jeri L. Curley,  President  
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President’s Message 

Photo by Bill Shepherd  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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By Terry Peterman 

 

 Head, Neck and Spinal Cord injuries are fortunately rare in our 
industry but they do happen.  Dealing with kinetic traumatic spinal in-

juries is different from barotraumas.  The most important aspect of 

treatment is immobilization of the spine, neck and head to prevent in-
jury of the spinal cord and possible permanent paralysis.  Immobiliza-

tion is so important that most health and safety organizations put it 

ahead of the ABC’s (Airway, Breathing, Circulation).  If there is suspected head, neck or back 
injury; your first priority is to put the patient motionless in a neutral position that has them ly-

ing on their back with the head and neck in line with the spine and with as little movement as 

possible.  Using your hands to immobilize the head and neck is a good first step.  If there is no 
Cervical Collar available it will be necessary to continue holding the head in line till Rescue per-

sonnel arrive.  If the patient complains of increased pain while trying to immobilize them reas-

sess your procedure to immobilize them to minimize pain.  The preferred method of immobili-
zation is to secure the patient to a backboard with straps to prevent movement then securing 

the neck with a cervical collar and finally the head with blocks or blanket rolls.   Many dive 

boats are carrying this simple equipment.  If a person is injured and in the water it is usually 

better to board them in the water and then lift them to the boat.  A severe spinal injury can 
compromise a person’s ability to regulate temperature; if the individual complains of cold, 

cover them immediately with blankets.  The main objective in treating spinal cord injuries is to 

immobilize the complete spinal column, with as little movement as possible, to facilitate trans-
portation to a proper medical facility.  Watch your step, keep equipment out of walkways and 

use handrails when possible to avoid falls, then you won’t need any of this information.  See 

you at the anchor.  

By Jeri Curley 

August turned out to be 

a diving marathon for the 
club.  We had two night 

dives, a brisk Goliath 

Grouper-less dive and, of 
course, Blue Heron 

Bridge.    We started out 

the month with a last 
minute trek down to Blue 

Heron Bridge and a close 

encounter with a thou-
sand jellyfish!  The jellyfish really didn’t bother us that 

much.  But the prop-chopped pieces got a bit annoying.  

As is usually the case, we encountered something new.  I 

saw and photographed several Christmas Tree Hydroid 
Nudibranch (page 3) which were about the length of a 

dime.   On our ―Goodbye Irene‖ trip to the bridge, I found 

a Leech Headshield Slug (photo to the right) and a group 
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Photo by Terry Peterman  
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of Harlequin Blue Sea Goddess (page 5).  On 
one trip, I coaxed a Pike Blenny out of his hole 

with my mirror. 

Our Full Moon Night dive with Jupiter Dive Cen-

ter was spectacular.  We encountered a few oc-
topus out hunting, a few live Cowrie and of 

course a few turtles.  But the best part of the 

dive was the light show on our safety stop.  A 
distant thunderstorm gave us quite a show as 

we counted down the three minutes.   

Our next 
club dive 

was 

through 
JND Scuba.  It was our Goliath Grouper dive.  Unfortu-

nately, the current was so strong that it blew all the Goli-

ath Grouper away!  A few of our divers saw a lot more 
than I did.  I saw one hiding under the wreck.  On the 

second dive, I looked down and noticed a yellowhead jaw-

fish poking out of his hole.  I took a few shots then I real-

ized he had 
eggs in his 

mouth! I tried 

to get every-
one’s atten-

tion.  Wendy 

was the only 
one around.  I 

motioned to 

the hole and I 
motioned to my jaw.   Then I got stuck on how to 

sign EGGS.  But luckily Wendy knew exactly what I 

was trying to tell her!  What a great dive encoun-
ter! After the dive, we headed to Johnny Longboats 

for lunch.  Great food and great company!  I 

headed over to Phil Foster Park.  I had a few hours to kill before my night dive.  Just about 

everyone I know from Brevard County was there!  I was sooo jealous of the two Shaunas when 
they told me they had seen a sea horse!  That night we headed 

out for our second club 

night dive through Sea 
Level Scuba.  Spectacular 

dives!  Octopus were out 

hunting; squid posed for 
me; and I saw the largest 

Green Turtle—as big as a 

loggerhead!  After a long 
day, I hit the hay—a mere 

24 hours after waking up for 

my dive odyssey. What a 
great MONTH of diving!   
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The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed 

in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to 

promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 

environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean, 

from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-

aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There 

are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water di-

vers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 

SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Craig Capion VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 JoEllen Dessert Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:    
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving 

diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive photos for 

sale.  You can purchase them at the monthly 

club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

Camera for Sale  

INTOVA DIGITAL SPORTS CAMERA, 8.0 MEGAPIXEL 

WATERPROOF, SHOCK RESISTANT, LIKE NEW. ASK-

ING $100.00. ORIGINAL PRICE $200  

CALL  JAN SENICH 544-8951   

Dive Gear for Sale – Make an offer 

I still have some gear for sale—the list is long.  

John Dockendorf johndockendorf@earthlink.net  

321-431-0430 
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