
Officer Nominations 

Dues are Due 

Officer nominations will be occur this month.  Not being at 

the meeting will not ensure that you won’t be nominated.  
(Hint, Hint).  We will also award the winner of the annual 

photo contest.   

I want to remind you of the benefits of being a dive 

club member: 

6 You gain knowledge from the experience of your fellow 
members. 

6 You never have to dive alone.  Your fellow members will 
make sure you get back on the boat! 

6 Discounts from dive operators and shops. 

6 Monthly door prizes and periodic raffles. 

6 Awesome monthly speakers on just about any topic under the sun. 

6 Annual beach picnic. 

6 Annual Holiday Party (don’t yell at me for say Holy Day) 

6 You meet awesome divers. 
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Inside this issue: 

Meeting Location 

The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 
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Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the 

Month @ 7 pm 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD 
Every 4th Monday of the Month 

@ 6:30 pm 
Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Lemon Shark Dive with Jupiter Dive 

Center 
2/21/15 @ 1:30pm  $67 Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 

Paradise Springs in Ocala 3/21/15 @ TBD $30 Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

 

Yes, back by popular request.  The DUDC photo con-

test winners will be judged and prizes awarded at our 

February meeting.  Deadline for submission will be 

January 30, 2015.  Email photos to 

Admin@DownUnderDiveClub.com 

Categories: 

Wide Angle     Macro     Topside 

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

  

 

A new year is upon us and the old is a memory now.  Last year 
was filled with such good memories—Our keys trip, beach 

cleanup, our various dives off Jupiter and of course our numer-

ous Blue Heron Bridge dives.  At this time of year, when your 
New Year’s resolutions are fresh in you head, please give 

thought to volunteering as an officer.  We can only be as suc-
cessful as our members allow.  We will be having several 

openings on the board.  Nominations for officers will be held at 
our February Meeting.  During this meeting we will also an-

nounce the winners of the photo contest.   

Dues are also due in February.  

 

 

 

We have new t-shirts for sale with a Diving is Life 

logo on the back.  Regular T-shirts are $16, Women’s 
tanks are $16, Performance T’s are $20. 

 

 

 

Let’s Go Diving!  ………….  

PAGE 3 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB FEBRUARY 2015 

President’s Message 



Safe Shark Diving 
By Terry Peterman 

 

 Shark Diving is not everyone’s cup of tea, but for 
those who can put aside the man eater stereotype por-
trayed by Hollywood, Interacting with sharks can be an 
exciting and fascinating experience.  Shark Angel, a shark 
protection advocacy group, has compiled a list of best 
practices when interacting with sharks, here are a few 
presented by “Alert Diver” magazine. 

6 Listen to your Dive Guide and stay within sight of 
him or her during the entire dive. 

6 Enter and Exit the water Quietly. 

6 Wear gloves, Restrain long hair. 

6 Keep your gear streamlined. 

6 Make eye contact to let the shark know you see it. 

6 Stay close to your buddy, Point out sharks that he/she doesn’t see coming. 

6 Respect the sharks space, Never touch,poke,prod,chase,ride or otherwise harass the shark 

6 Keep looking around, Don’t focus so much on taking pictures, for example, that you lose track of what’s 
going on around you. 

6 If you experience problems, exit the water rather than making adjustments on the surface.  Keep your 
head in the water and your eyes on the sharks until your out of the water. 

6 Don’t touch the Bait or attempt to hand feed a shark. 

6 Shark diving is not the time to learn new gear or a new camera.  Stay focused on the sharks. 

6 Don’t allow chum to permeate your wetsuit or gloves by being to close to a bait container or chum 
slick. 

Be prepared for Shark Diving both mentally and physically.  Predators like sharks tend to respect people when 
they are comfortable with their environment.  For those of us who enjoy diving with sharks we owe it to the 
sharks to do so safely, responsibly and with a large measure of respect.  See you at the anchor.  (See “A Code 
of Ethics for Shark Divers” , Alert Diver, Winter 2014 for more.) 
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Photo by Jeri Curley 

Photo by Jeri Curley Photo by Jeri Curley Photo by Bill Shepherd 



Manatee Snorkel 
As always, we had a totally awesome time at the springs.  We arrived just as U.S. Fish & Wildlife opened 

Three Sisters Springs.  As suspected, the restrictions for manatee encounters are getting more stringent.  No-
tice we aren’t wearing fins.  You should have seen me dog paddling with one arm, dragging my camera along 
with the other.  I was so tempted to hang on the Ms. Dianne B. but she was too fast! 

This little guy was all alone in Three Sisters and kept circling us, 
rubbing up against us, swimming between our legs, rolling over for a 
belly rub—in other words he pestered us to no end!  It was a very tir-
ing day.  My manatee belly rubbing hand got quit worn out!  As al-
ways, Ms. B found a new 
boyfriend—-well a vol-
unteer for Fish & Wild-
life.  Once the crowds 
showed up, we made our 
way to Charlie’s for sea-
food lunch—-poor Dori.     
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The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Florida, in Brevard 

County.  Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC's numbers have grown to 100 strong.  

Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives for the benefit of our members; encourage 

the camaraderie of our members by providing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental respon-

sibility throughout the dive community.  Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bon-

aire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, 

and even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages from 11 

to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA 

diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If you have 

any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Meghan Weidenhoeft VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer JoEllen Dessert  Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Diane Ford Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Vicki Spang Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Scott Newland Divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com 
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive 

photos for sale.  You can purchase them at 

the monthly club meetings or at Sea Level 

Scuba.   

Womens size 8 Bare 3mm Sport Dive Vest used, 

excellent condition 
Best offer 

email Judy:     jhesselb@comcast.net 

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale 

Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago 

Includes extra batteries, carrying bag 

Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by 
Ike 3 dives ago 

Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive 
gear 

$750.00 

Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com 

SeaLife 1200 Underwater Camera - housing-light-

extra macro lens-carrying case and all instructional 

Manuals! Contact Kelly U. At 321-323-6540 ---- ex-

cellent condition!!!!  $275 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
mailto:jhesselb@comcast.net
mailto:Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com

