
Scott Nierling worked with Mel Fisher's com-

panies as recovery diver, photographer, and 
artifact conservator.  He worked the Senora 

Nuestra de Atocha as 
well as the ten galleons 

of the 1715 Plate Fleet 
on the Treasure 

Coast.  He conserved 
50,000 coins and arti-
facts and wrote coin da-

tabase used by the 
State-of-Florida.  Arti-

facts will be available at 
the show for viewing 

and purchase. 
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Meeting Location 
The Broken Barrel Tavern  

at 4700 Babcock Street NE  

Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
WWW.BROKENBARRELTAVERN.COM 

EVERY MEETING WE GIVE AWAY GREAT DOOR PRIZES AND GREAT STORIES!   

BRING A FRIEND AND CHECK US OUT!  

COME EARLY AND ORDER A FABULOUS MEAL 

Inside this issue: 

A $200 gift Certificate to Sea Level Scuba.  $5 per ticket.  You can’t 

win if you don’t play! 



  

PAGE 2 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB  NOVEMBER 2011  

Event  Time  
 Member's 

Cost                   

 Coordinator 

Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   

Broken Barrel Tavern, Palm Bay 

Wednesday, 

11/9/11 @ 7 p.m. 
 Free   Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting **Meeting place TBD Monday 11/28/11 @ 6:30 p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to  Attend 

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

     

Roatan, Honduras Sept. 7-14, 2012  Vicky Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled event or with a 

paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for 

refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC.         

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 

4155 Dow Rd Suite U  

Melbourne, FL. 32934 

(321)255-1825 

 

 

 

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 

2006 South Front Street 

Melbourne, Florida 32901 

(321) 723-5932 

JND Scuba Center 

4651 Babcock Street NE 

Palm Bay, FL 32905 

(321) 723-8888 

The Diver Down Flag 

Chapter 27 of the 2003  Florida Statutes: 

Any vessel other than a law enforcement or 

rescue vessel that approaches within 100 feet 

of a divers-down flag on a river, inlet, or navi-

gation channel, or within 300 feet of a divers-

down flag on waters other than a river, inlet, or 

navigation channel, must proceed no faster 

than is necessary to maintain headway and 

steerageway. 

Additionally, diver must remain within these 

specified distances of the dive flag when they 

are diving. 

DUES ARE DUE 

Don’t forget Club Dues are Due.  Keep your 

membership current.  $25 for single member 

and $35 for family membership.  We will be 

updating our roster with the local dive shops. 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

http://www.sealevelscuba.com


 

 

   

Where did the Year Go? 
Thanksgiving is right around the corner!  It’s a time to re-

flect on the past and a time to count our blessings.  This 

has been a great year for the dive club.  Our board of di-

rectors has been very active this year, trying to maintain 

the momentum started with the previous board.  Some of 

the changes we’ve made have been successful and others 

not so successful.  But we will continue to strive to make 

progress and positive change whenever possible.  

It has been a great dive season and we’ve made a lot of new friends.  The economy hasn’t 

been good to us, but we’ve managed to survive.  For myself, I haven’t dove nearly enough this 

year and I am weary of counting pennies.  But I am thankful that I still have a house to call my 

home and money to buy food—if Ramen noodles can be called food.  I am thankful for my 

health and for my good friends and for 

my family.  I’m thankful for the people 

working hard to make this dive club a 

success.  

My motto has always been ―If you’re 

not willing to work to make a change 

where you think its needed, then you’ve 

given away your right to complain.‖  I 

am making those changes in my career 

path and I hope they pay off.  It is too 

easy to sit around and complain.  All 

that’ll get you is a fat ―situpon.‖  I chal-

lenge all my dive buddies to make a 

positive change whenever possible.  If 

you think the club should dive more, 

then gather the information for the dive and bring it to the board—better yet, let us teach you 

how to run a dive for the club.  We have already had someone pick up the gauntlet.  Next year 

we are going to Roatan, thanks to Vicky.  We will travel to the Bay Island in September of 

next year for a week of fabulous diving!  We will be staying at Fantasy Island—in their newly 

renovated rooms.  There will be 3 boat dives per day and 1 boat night dive.  Meals and drinks 

are included.  There is a wall within swimming distance of the resort that makes the unlimited 

beach diving a truly impressive experience and truly unlimited!  You need to sign up early and 

put down your deposit of $150 before the trip fills up!  

Until Next time I’ll See you Down Under!    —Jeri L. Curley, President  
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President’s Message 

Photo by Bill Shepherd  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



The Most Common Injury in Diving 
by Terry Peterman 

 
 No it’s not Fire Coral Stings, though that one is probably up there.  The most 
common injury is Ear Barotrauma.  If you have ever felt like you could not get the water 
out of your ears or had muffled hearing after a dive you have probably experienced a 
mild ear barotrauma.  Ear barotraumas occurs when a diver does not adequately equal-
ize the pressure in there ears with the surrounding pressure.  If the pressure difference 
between the middle and outer ear is greater than about 2 psi (4 to 5 ft) pain is felt.  At 
about 5 psi (11 ft ) the eardrum will probably rupture. Common causes of an ear baro-

trauma are ineffective equalization techniques, descending to quickly, congestion, or forceful equalizations.  Outer Ear 
Barotrauma is caused by a blockage of the outer ear canal preventing the outside pressure from reaching the ear-
drum, increased pressure on the middle ear side causes the Eardrum to distort outward causing pain and rupturing 
blood vessels.  Blood coming from the ear is a sign of this type of injury.  Earwax plugs and hoods that are too tight are 
the most common causes.  This type of injury will usually heal on it’s own.  Middle Ear Barotrauma is caused by a 
blockage of the Eustachian tube preventing pressure from moving in or out of the middle ear.  This blockage can occur 
either descending or ascending. Inexperience equalizing and congestion are the usual cause for tube blockage which is 
why you should not be diving when your sick.  Children have smaller tubes putting them at a higher risk also making 
diving an unsuitable sport for Kids.  If you force yourself to descend past the point of pain the eardrum will rupture, 
the pain will be relieved but you will feel dizzy till the water in the middle ear warms up (vertigo).  This can also lead to 
an inner ear barotrauma on the round and oval windows, which is more serious and can require surgery.  After the 
dive you will have muffled hearing and a feeling of fullness in the ear, if this persists you would be well advised to see 
a doctor and not dive until it is taken care of and fully healed.  There are 4 classes of middle ear barotrauma and each 
has different treatments but ruptured eardrums usually will not heal without help, they require a patch be placed for 
the membrane to heal across.  Of course the best way to deal with ear barotrauma, or an ear squeeze as it is usually 
called, is to not to get it in the first place.  Don’t dive when your sick. Equalize properly by descending slowly, equaliz-
ing frequently and ascending a few feet when you experience pain before trying again. Don’t equalize forcefully. If you 
frequently have ear problems, practice equalizing on the surface to condition your tubes and membranes. Equalize 
before entering the water to prepare your ears.  If you can not equalize on the surface you won’t be able to equalize 
in the water so check your ears before you even get on the boat.   Dive safely and “See you at the anchor”. 

By Vicky Spang 
 

 When I decided to take an Eastern Caribbean cruise,  
I was certain that I wanted to dive in at least one port of 
call.  The ports  I was visiting were Nassau, Bahamas, St Tho-
mas, and St. Marteen.  After talking to several divers who 
had cruised that schedule, I decided I would dive in St. Tho-
mas.  The ship offered a few dive excursions on St. Thomas.  
I decided that the Certified Beach Dive on Coki Point would 
be the best option for me.  Since it was only one day and 

not really knowing what the conditions would be, I felt the beach dive would have the least chance of being 
cancelled. 

 
 It was a beautiful day when our ship docked at the pier in St. Thomas.  The air temperature was 
around 85 degrees F, with a few clouds in the sky.  The seas were very calm.  I was very excited to get in the 
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Photo by Terry Peterman  

Photo by Vicky Spang  
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water.  We met our tour guide on the pier.  There 
was six other passengers besides my buddy and 
myself.  To my surprise, they were all uncertified 
beginner divers getting there resort certification. 
As we boarded our open-air taxi, we chatted and 
most had some formal instruction prior but for 
some reason or another were never able to com-
plete the certification process. 
 
 After a 30 minute taxi ride, we reached our 
destination of Coki Beach Dive Club, which was lo-
cated adjacent to Coral World, a marine research 
facility.  My buddy was having ear problems and 
decided we should stay with our group from the 
ship.  After a brief instruction period (review is al-
ways good), we geared up and headed for the beach.   The water was a little chilly but warmed quickly once 
we were moving. My dive computer registered 85 degrees F. The beginners performed some basic skills and 
were weighted properly and off we went.  The first reef was approx 10 yds from the beach and was abun-
dant with Sgt Majors waiting for a meal of grounded chicken.  Each of us had an opportunity to feed the fish.  
To my amazement, four Parrot Fish ( my favorite) ate from my hand.  As I was feeding them, I realized that I 
had come a long way  from the person who was petrified of fish to now being in a swarm of them and loving 
every minute of it.   As we descended, I noticed all the beautiful coral and fish. 
 
 It was a great dive and all the beginners did very good.  Their excitement made me remember how 
much I enjoy each and every dive,  Afterwards, we headed back to the ship and we all chatted about the 
things we saw.  I am glad that I included a dive excursion on this trip and look forward to many more.  

Photo by Vicky Spang  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley 

Blue Heron Bridge 



 

 

 

 

 

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. Formed 

in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to 

promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and encourage 

environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered the Atlantic ocean, 

from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-

aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group of divers.  There 

are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water di-

vers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel Tavern, Lo-

cated on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door prizes are awarded each 

month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 

SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 

you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Craig Capion VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Kyle Frinkley Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Vicki Spang Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 JoEllen Dessert Membership@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:    
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ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:   

If you have any items you wish to sell or trade, 

send an email with a brief description to 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starv-

ing diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive pho-

tos for sale.  You can purchase them at the 

monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

Camera for Sale  

INTOVA DIGITAL SPORTS CAMERA, 8.0 MEGAPIXEL 

WATERPROOF, SHOCK RESISTANT, LIKE NEW. ASK-

ING $100.00. ORIGINAL PRICE $200  

CALL  JAN SENICH 544-8951   

Cameras for Sale – Make an offer 

Canon G10 15MP camera & housing, Bonica Neon-XP 
strobes, Nikon D80 SLR 10MP camera & housing, SB-800 

strobe & housing, Intova strobes and lots more. Will sell 
all or individual items as needed. Make offer. John 

Dockendorf 321.431.0430 johndockendorf@earthlink.net  

Dive Photo Calendar 

 

 

 

 

I’m taking orders for my dive calendar for 

2012.  Cost will be $25 for club members. 

jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

mailto:membership@downunderdiveclub.com
mailto:johndockendorf@earthlink.net

