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Dive Quiz by Al 
When checking the markings on a scuba tank before filling it 
with air, you should consider that:  
 
a. most of the markings are only necessary for the manufacturer and 
have little or no meaning to divers.  
b. tank markings vary from country to country - if they're not familiar, 
don't assume that they're unimportant.  
c. the pressure test date and maximum capacity of tanks are noted 
exactly the same way worldwide.  
d. all of the above are correct. 

November’s DUDC Monthly Meeting is   

Wednesday, November 9th @ 7:30 p.m. 
            This month’s speaker is Jeff Zawacki, an instructor for the 
Florida School of Commercial Diving (FSCD). Jeff is a commercial 
diver with over 20 years of experience in a multitude of diving envi-
ronments.  The key instructors are U.S. Army-trained construction di-
vers with worldwide experience in underwater construction, demoli-
tion, and underwater inspection. Their extensive experience in both 
the military and civilian diving sectors combines to create a challeng-
ing and effective training environment unmatched by other diving 
schools.  

 



 

Event   Time   Member's Cost  
 
      Tier 1                   Tier 2 

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  
Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
11/9/2005  
@ 7:30 p.m 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter 2 tanks Dive Average 
depths 70-90 

ft 

Saturday, 
11/19/2005 @ 8 a.m. 

$35 + tanks Michael 
727-1028 

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach Dive 
 Pura Vida Divers 

Average 
depths - 
60-90 ft 

Saturday, 
11/26/2005  @  
8:30 a.m.** 

 
$45 + tanks  

Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  & Christmas Party 
Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
12/14/2005  
@ 7:30 p.m 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  
the scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week can-
cellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be 
made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 
DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  
 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     
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You can pay for your Club dives, membership 
fees and  merchandise with your credit card.  

For more details, talk to the dive coordinator or 
call Ed Given at 255-5587.  

 

The last club dives for 2005 are scheduled for November 19th and 
November 26th!!  See the calendar or talk to your dive coordinator 

for details!!! 
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The dive that almost wasn’t! 

 
As the dive date rapidly approached, so did the record setting hurricane Wilma! 
As the week progressed, we were all glued to the weather and marine forecast for Saturday 
morning.  Early to mid-week, the marine forecast would only state “Tropical Storm conditions pos-
sible”.  As the week progressed, our hearts sunk lower as hope for a blissful day underwater were 
rapidly disappearing.  Matter of fact, as I feel asleep Wednesday night, my mind was made up to 
cancel the trip in the morning.  But when I awoke Thursday, Wilma had decided overnight to ex-
tend her vacation plans off the cost of Cancun an extra day.  I guess the dive God’s graciously re-
lented and allowed us to sneak one more dive in. 
 
I would like to thank Dale Purchase, Russell Bremmer, Ken Daub, Hank Green, Bob Senton, 
Mike Walsh, and Rick Halcomb for joining the club on the dive. 
 
Conditions actually turned out to be pretty good all things considered.  We were all expecting to 
get rained on all day, but only saw a few minutes of rain on the drive home.  The seas were 2-3 
feet most of the day.  Although, visibility did leave something to be desired as it hung about 15-20 
feet most of the day.  But it still lead to two very enjoyable dives on the day. 
 
Our first site was “The Bluff’s”.  This is always a fun dive site, as it has a good diversity in sea life.  
We got to enjoy many of the dive encounters Jupiter is known for – as we saw several sharks, tur-
tles, and even a very pissy Jew fish.  The Jew Fish that we found lounging under a ledge was not 
too keen on been observed.  Anytime anyone got in front of him, he started thumping away like 
crazy.  After a few minutes, he figured he had enough of us and took off.   
 
Our second site of the day was a new one for me – “The Lighthouse”.  The site is just south of 
Loggerhead (a very popular ledge) and is dove very infrequently.  After diving it, I understand why 
J  It isn’t a bad site, but there was not much sea life there.  Although the ledge did have some nice 
structure to it.  Max depth on the site is about 80 feet, and the relief is 5-7 feet tall.  I did see sev-
eral green morays on it, but other then that it was all about just enjoying the experience of being 
underwater. 
 
After the dive, several of us took advantage of the dive shop’s 30% clearance sale and picked up 
some goodies.  I just missed out on a Dive Rite Duo computer, but did pick up some new tanks 
(thanks for the suggestion Hank).  Afterwards we headed over to our usual post dive decompres-
sion chamber (RJ Gators) to enjoy a few refreshing drinks, good food, and share stories of our 
adventure that day. 
 
We had a really fun group with us that day.  And while the visibility was not that good underwater, 
it was a VERY relaxing and enjoyable dive.  So thanks again to everyone that joined us on the 
trip, I hope to see you and everyone else at the next club trip!  There is nothing better then diving 
with GOOD FRIENDS! 

M. Wheat 



 
Come join the Down Under Dive Club for our annual 

club getaway.  This year we are headed to Bonaire, which has been voted the #1 
shore dive destination in the world the last 12 years running and was voted the #4 overall 
dive destination this year.  On average, Bonaire's visibility exceeds 100 feet and the av-
erage water temperature is 80 degrees. The reefs begin close to the shore, usually a 
short 30 foot swim or less, making Bonaire world renowned for its ease of shore diving.  
Extremely calm seas making getting in and out of the ocean very easy. 
Bonaire's waters offer something special for every diver. Novice divers will appreciate the 
calm waters, reefs that run parallel to shore, and minimal currents. An abundance of ma-
rine life living along the shallow drop-off area of the reef slope allows for maximum bot-
tom time, while giving new divers an opportunity to develop a level of comfort and confi-
dence in their newly learned skills while allowing the advanced diver to continue to ex-
plore even wider ranges of opportunities (i.e., deeper sites, wrecks, etc). 
We will be staying at Buddy Dive Resort, known for their very nice and casual atmos-
phere, personable staff, spacious accommodations and a dive operation that has it all: 

comfortable boats, complete rental and retail center, exceptional 
staff, and a unique "Drive Thru" with a two-lane air/nitrox fill sta-
tion.  We have reserved several two bedroom apartments.  Each 
condo is assigned a truck rental so we can take advantage of the 
60 dive sites; accessible from the shore line of Bonaire, or tour the 
island. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED: 

• 8 day/7 nights accommodations 

• UNLIMITED shore diving 

• 7 day Truck Rental (1 per apartment) 

• 6 boat dives 

• Full breakfast everyone morning 

EXTRA’s for DUDC: 

• FREE Upgrade to Nitrox ($99 value) 

• FREE Upgrade  to UNLIMTED Boat Trips 

• 50% discount at resort restaurants (max $75) 

AIRFARE: 

• Roundtrip air from Miami to Bonaire is available for *
$500.  Price is subject to change due to airline taxes 

and fuel surcharges. 

 

For more information or to sign up, contact Michael Wheat at  
mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com. 

ONLY 4 SLOTS 

LEFT!!!! 

C o s t :   
$ 7 9 9 . 0 0  



 

• Tim & Danielle Dempsy       
• Marvin Miller    
• David Redford 

 
 

 
 

 
New Certifications   

 
Kathleen Audet - DAN Oxygen for Scuba Diving Injuries/PADI O2 First Aid  

Rochelle Hood - Rescue  

Rochelle Hood - Emergency First Response  

Al Audet - Advanced Oxygen First Aid for Scuba Diving Injuries Instructor  

Al Audet - Oxygen First Aid for Aquatic Emergencies Instructor 

Al Audet - First Aid for Hazardous Marine Life Injuries Instructor  

Al Audet - Automated External Defibrillators for Scuba Diving Instructor  

Al Audet — DAN Basic Life Support for Dive Professionals Instructor  
 
Debi Buck - Master Scuba Diver 

Gary Buck - Master Scuba Diver 

Have a recent certification??  Let us know by sending an e-mail to dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com and 
I’ll put it in the newsletter. 
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October’s Prize Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Door Prize Winners: 
 

Hank Greene  - Beach ball 

Steve Leachman  - Key ring 

Tim Dempsey — DUDC coffee mug 

Ed Nickel  - Address book 

Last Month’s Doorprizes donated by 
Stuart Dive Center & Rochelle Hood 

 
Door prizes are given away at each club meet-
ing.  Come to the meeting and sign-in to win. 

50/50  Winner(s): 
 

$3— Al Audet 
$2 – Ed Nickel 

$1 – Tim Dempsey 
 

NO JACKPOT WINNER— 
$$ ROLLS OVER TO  

November!!! The Jackpot is 
up to $73 with only   46 

cards left. 

 

We have two new forums on the website:  There is now a place for you to 
post all your pictures and talk photography as well as a forum to keep you 
updated on the status of upcoming DUDC sponsored dives. 

“1/2 Off” does not have to be used right away. 

DUDC Members!!! 

For more information or to make your  
reservations contact Pura Vida Divers at  
(888) DIVE WPB · (561) 840-8750 or  

by e-mail at info@puravidadivers.com 
Good thru January 31, 2006 

Must present coupon for discount—One Coupon per Visit 
 



Dive Computers 
 
 
           Do you trust your dive computer?  Is it liberal (Bend-O-Matic) or conservative (paranoid)?  
All dive computers are not created equal.  They all have different features and they could use 
one of four different algorithms.  I found the information on the algorithms on the Scuba Diving 
magazine web site. 
 
           The most liberal is the Haldanean algorithm.  Haldane’s theory grouped the body’s thou-
sands of different tissues into theoretical tissue compartments, each with a different rate for ab-
sorbing and releasing gas.  He also believed that gas was always released at the same rate at 
which it was absorbed.  Computers like Aeris, Oceanic and Genesis use the Haldanean algo-
rithm. 
 
           The DCIEM algorithm was developed by the Canadian Defense and Civil Institute of Envi-
ronmental Medicine (DCIEM).  This algorithm is unusual because it assumes only four tissue 
compartments and because it assumes that dissolved gas passes from your blood to your fastest 
tissue, and from it to the next fastest, and so on.  The Citizen Aqualand NX uses this algorithm. 
 
           The Buhlmann algorithm which was named after the Swiss researcher Albert Buhlmann 
added to the Haldanean model the idea behind “M values”.  These values represent the theoreti-
cal amount of overpressure that tissues can tolerate without forming bubbles.  The Tusa com-
puter uses the Buhlmann algorithm. 
 
           Finally, the Reduced Gradient Bubble Model (RGBM) algorithm was developed after Dop-
pler bubble research showed that “silent bubbles” unknown to Haldane often form after a dive 
without causing DCS symptoms.  On the theory that these bubbles would be slower than dis-
solved gas to leave your body, and could even interfere with the outflow of dissolved gas.  The 
RGBM is the most conservative and it’s used in the Dacor Darwin Air, Mares M1 RGBM, Suunto 
Gekko, and several others. 
 
           So, when you’re diving with someone who has a different computer than you have, which 
one do you start your ascent on?  You use the most conservative computer.  You should NEVER 
let one computer go into decompression mode because another computer is more liberal. 
 
   

 
A. Audet 

Answer to Dive Quiz: 
 
Answer: B 
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PO Box 360105  
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105 
www.downunderdiveclub.com 

WANTED 
New Dive Coordinators that Want to  

Dive For FREE!!! 
Contact Michael Wheat  

for Details (321) 727-1028 
Or  

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com  


