
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down Under Dive 
Club 

October 
 2005 

Since 1984 

Inside this issue: 

October Meeting 1 

Dive Quiz by Al 1 

DUDC Calendar 2 

DUDC Keys Trip Report 3,4 & 6 

New Certifications 5 

Speigel Grove Incident 7 

Answer to Dive  Quiz 7 

 
 September Prize Winners 

8 

Board of Directors  

President & DUDC  Debi Buck  

Vice-President: Kelly Uhland 

Treasurer:                     Ed Given  

Secretary:                       Laurel LeFavor 

Membership:                 Marty Munnich  

Safety Officer:  Al Audet  

Dive Coordinator:  Michael Wheat  

    Members At Large:  

Webmaster:                    Shannon Anderson  

Concession  
Master:  

Tom Butler 

Dive Quiz by Al 
 

When you are diving with a computer you should:  
 
A) make sure all divers have their own computers.  
B) follow the most conservative computer.  
C) stay well within the computer limits  
D) All of the above 

Answer on page 7 



 

Event   Time   Member's Cost  
 
      Tier 1                   Tier 2 

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  
Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
10/12/2005  
@ 7:30 p.m 

 Free    Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter 2 tanks Dive Average 
depths 70-90 

ft 

Saturday, 
10/22/2005 @ 8 a.m. 

$35 + tanks $45 + tanks Michael 
727-1028 

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board of Directors-
Meeting  

 Tuesday, 
10/25/2005 @ 7 p.m. 

 
 

 Contact any Board Member 
 to attend 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  
the scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week can-
cellation period is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be 
made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or 
DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  
 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

DUDC Club  
Meeting  
Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
11/9/2005  
@ 7:30 p.m 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

Jupiter 2 tanks Dive Average 
depths 70-90 

ft 

Saturday, 
11/19/2005 @ 8 a.m. 

$35 + tanks Michael 
727-1028 

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Club  
Meeting  & Christmas Party 
Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
12/14/2005  
@ 7:30 p.m 

 Free    Martin  
 253-4713 

info@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach Dive 
 Pura Vida Divers 

Average 
depths - 
60-90 ft 

Saturday, 
11/26/2005  @  
8:30 a.m.** 

 
$45 + tanks  

Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Halloween Night Dive 
Starfish Enterprise, Lantana 

Average 
depths - 
60-90 ft 

Saturday, 
10/29/2005 @ 6 p.m. 

 
$55 + tanks 

Debi  
728-7243 

dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com 
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DUDC Event & Activity Calendar 
  

 

You can pay for your Club dives, membership fees 
and  merchandise with your credit card.  For more 

details, talk to the dive coordinator or call Ed Given at 
255-5587.  

 



This year our annual trek to the Keys was not hampered by the hurri-
canes we experience last year.  It was scheduled for 24-25 Sep and 
was accomplished on those days.  We sat up the basic trip to include 
Sat afternoon and Sunday morning 2-tank trip with the Conch Repub-
lic in Tavernier with additional diving opportunities available to those 
that wanted to extend the adventure. 
 
So on Friday, 23 Sep four of us headed south with great anticipation.  
We planned on diving in South Miami on Friday and then heading to 
the Keys Friday afternoon.  We had a 3 tank trip out of South Miami 
set up with RJR Diving and were looking forward to a new diving 
venue. 
 
We arrived at the appointed time, 9 AM, and met RJ and his 1st Mate/
Divemaster.  The boat was a nice 43 ft Newell that was very clean 
and well equipped for diving.  Us four plus three other divers were the only ones on the boat that 
could easily handle about 24 or more divers and gear.   
 
After a short uneventful ride out we arrived at the first dive site.  As we suited up the Divemaster 
went down and secured the anchor to the wreck we were going to dive. The Orion is a 118 foot 
steel tug that was sunk in 1981 as part of the artificial reef program.  She is in 95 feet of water and 
has been one of Miami’s most popular dives since she was sunk.  Visibility was about 20+ feet and 
there was only a slight current.  The wreck was encrusted with a lot of growth and wildlife was evi-
dent throughout the wreck.   
 
The second dive was only a few minutes away (in the boat).  It was Belcher Barge and Friends; ac-
tually the barge and nearby two tugs and another barge.  Belcher Barge was 195 foot steel barge 

filled with 500 tons of prefab concrete and it was sunk when 
four explosions opened up her four corners.  She flipped on her 
way down and now sits upside down in 58 feet of water.  You 
can enter through the holes left by the explosion and swim her 
length.   
 
From the Belcher Barge you can follow path of steel rebar rods 
to the Belzone One, and then another path to the Belzone two.  
Both are steel tugs resting in 70 to 80 feet of water! Visibility 
was still good at this site, but not as quite as good as at the 
Orion.   

 
The last dive was in closer to shore and was called The Pipes because it was a collection of ran-
domly dropped concrete pipes.  The diameter of the pipes was about 6 feet and there was plenty of 
sealife swimming with us through and around the pipes.  However, visibility was significantly down 
and affected the enjoyment of the dive.    

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

 
Nonetheless we enjoyed all three dives and returned to dock with great anticipation for the Keys 
dives to start the next morning.   However, to get us in the proper frame of mind for the Keys we 
elected not to consult any maps or outside sources of information and sort of took the scenic route 
south, i.e. we didn’t know where we were and didn’t care.  We figured as long as we kept the after-
noon sun on our right we would end up in the Keys!!  And, you know what we did!! 
 
The Saturday AM dive was another one of the optional dives for the basic package and we had 

about 5 more club members join us for those two dives.  
We went out to Snapper Ledge and Pickles Reef; both 
were fun dives on reefs that were in 20-25 feet of water.  
Visibility was Keys level as was the sights and weather.  
After these two dives Capt Gary took us back to the dock 
where we rendezvoused with the remaining club members 
that had arrived that AM.  We were all full of anticipation of 
our two scheduled dives that afternoon on the New 
Spiegel Grove!  
 
After nearly an hour cruise to the Spiegel we arrived to 
find swift current to the west (parallel with the shore)!  

Capt Gary and Jim, the Divemaster carefully evaluated the situation and after briefing us all on the 
situation decided to proceed with the dive.  We hit the water and grabbed the line and pulled our 
selves to the bow of the boat and grabbed the decent line.  It was obvious that if you let go of the 
line you would be heading west at 2 to 3, maybe 4 knots.  You were not going to swim against this 
current.   
 
The current remained constant all the way down to the New Spiegel Grove!  The first dive was to 
the aft port section.  Once we got down to the ship we could 
take refuge from the current in the ship!  It looks entirely dif-
ferent now, even though there are some recognizable parts 
of it such as the gun platforms.  There are a number of swim 
throughs that formerly led nowhere, but now lead to the other 
side!!  The current was still strong so all of us stayed “in” the 
wreck to avoid the current.   
 
By the time we finished the first dive and took some surface 
interval the current had increased slightly and the visibility on 
the SG had dropped from the 15-20 ft we had seen on the 
first dive to about 10-12 feet.   Nonetheless, we were all anx-
ious for the second dive.  Capt Gary and Jim deliberated over the advisability carefully and de-
cided we could go for it with another warning about the current and dealing with it!   
 
After about half of us were back on the boat, one diver reported that he and his buddy had been 
separated and he was concerned that his buddy had not surfaced.  The crew with assistance from 
us all began an visual search of the sea down current from us while expediting the return to the 
boat of the other divers.  After all divers were onboard we expanded the search in the down cur-
rent direction.  About a mile and half down current we found the missing diver in good, if not lonely 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

• Dawn M. Fiorelli  

• Roland G. Cook  

• Michael Workman 

 
 

 
 

 
New Certifications   

 
Jeri Curley - Rescue Diver  
 
Bob Carmichael - DAN Oxygen Provider/PADI Oxygen First Aid  
 
Michael Wheat - DAN Oxygen Provider/PADI Oxygen First Aid  
 
Marcia Barnes - Rescue Diver  
 
Russell Bremmer - Rescue Diver  
 
David Slonim - Rescue Diver 
 
Debi Buck - Rescue Diver  
 
Gary Buck - Rescue Diver  
 
Debi Buck - Emergency First Response  
 
Gary Buck - Emergency First Response  
 
Have a recent certification??  Let us know by sending an e-mail to dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com and 
I’ll put it in the newsletter. 



(Continued from page 4) 

condition.  When he had lost his hold on the SG and was swept away he started his ascent as 
we had been briefed and completed his ascent including a safety stop has he was being swept 
west by the current.  He had surfaced too far away from out boat to be seen or heard, so he 
waited for us to find him per the pre-dive briefing! 
 
Lesson learned for us all is to follow our training, even in stressful situations AND carry visual 
and audible signal devices!! 
 
We all returned to dock and headed back to our quarters with a sigh of relief that all had turned 
out well.  That evening we dispersed to various nightspots in the Keys.  They ranged from the 
bed to some nice Keys themed restaurants and who knows what else! 
 

The next AM we were headed for two dives on the Duane, another fa-
vorite Keys wreck.  When we arrived the current was ripping again, as 
bad as yesterday!!  To compound the matter two of the three buoys 
on the Duane had boats tied up to them, they were the two up current 
buoys, at that.  Capt Justin and Jim decided to drop us about 20-30 
feet up current from the first buoy which had a large sport fisherman 
tied up to it.  We would drift down current to the buoy and then grab it 
and descend to the aft of the Duane.  During the dive we worked our 
way to the bow and ascended the bow line where the Conch Republic 
Dive boat (Republic VII) was tied up waiting for us.  It was a normal 
spectacular dive on this 328 ft Coast Guard Cutter and we all returned 
directly to the Republic VII without any down stream deviations.   
 
However, because the current was so swift, Capt Justin and Jim took 

us to Molasses Reef for our final dive.  It even had an unusually strong current but it was dead 
still compared to what we had experience on the SG the day before 
and the Duane earlier that AM!  This reef was as beautiful as ever 
and we all enjoyed a relaxing dive.   
 
Upon return to dock, we enjoyed a Club sponsored picnic as we re-
lived our diving adventures and tried to find an excuse not to depart 
for the trip north!!  Next year we will 
…!!! 
       

To see more photos of this dive 
and previous trips go to: 

 http://www.downunderdiveclub.com/
photoalbum/ 
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Spiegel Grove Incident 
 

During last month’s trip to Key Largo, we had an incident where we can all learn from.  Did the diver do any-
thing wrong?  Not really.  Nothing most divers will not do.  Could the diver done things better?  Yes!  That’s 
where we can all learn from his experience. 
 
The dive:  It was the second dive of the day on the Spiegel Grove.  The current was strong, and as Bob Car-
michael stated during the last club meeting, it looked like a sand storm on the Grove.  The buddy team went 
down the mooring line, and at about 8-10 feet from the deck, they lost sight of each other.  One of the bud-
dies stayed on the mooring line, while the other did a free descent from about 10 feet above the deck hoping 
to find his buddy. 
 
The incident:  While doing his free descent to the deck, the strong current pushed him away from the Grove.  
He recovered, and he swam back to the ship.  By the time he got back to the Grove, he could not find any 
other divers, and he was down to 1000 PSI.  Decision time!  Look for a mooring line or do a free ascent?  He 
decided the free ascent was his best option.  (Good choice!)  He ascended and completed his two safety 
stops.  When he hit the surface, he was down to 650 PSI, and he could see the dive boat about a mile away.  
He tried to descend and swim back to the boat, but that was only a waste of air, energy, and effort.  That’s 
when his dive instructor and dive master’s instructions kicked in.  If in trouble, fill BCD, drop weights, relax, 
yell at the dive boat, and float until the boat comes to pick you up.  That’s exactly what he did.   He ended up 
drifting about 1 ½ miles before being picked up. 
 
The lesson:  1) Never lose your buddy.  If you do, remember your open water training.  Look around for 1 
minute, and then ascend to rejoin your buddy.  2)  Always carry a surface marker buoy (SMB).  The bigger--
the better.  If you’re ever swept away by the current, you’re much easier to see.  3)  Listen to the dive brief-
ing, and don’t be afraid to ask questions especially in regards to safety. 
 
I received an email from Capt Gary, and he listed the points of his dive briefing: 

<clip> 
Here's what we go over when diving in current.  
If you come off the line and are swept away: 
• Be careful not to come to the surface too fast. If you need to complete a safety 
stop, do so before you surface. So many people will surface as fast as they can which 
could induce DCS. 
• Once on the surface inflate your BC keeping your head above water. If you can't, 
then drop your weights. Keep your mask on and regulator or snorkel in you mouth.  
• If you have a SMB then inflate and place on the upper most D-ring on your BC.  
• The most important thing is to sit back relax and enjoy the ride. 
• Also, if you see a new reef along the way you might get it named after you.... 
</clip> 

In summary, once he realized he had a problem, he did everything right.  He completed his safety stop, he 
made himself buoyant, and he enjoyed the ride.  If you don’t have an SMB, BUY ONE!!!! 
 

A. Audet 

Answer to Dive Quiz: 
 
Answer: D All of the above. 
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PO Box 360105  
Melbourne, Florida 32936-0105 
www.downunderdiveclub.com 

 

WANTED 
New Dive Coordinators that Want to  

Dive For FREE!!! 
Contact Michael Wheat  

for Details (321) 727-1028 
Or  

mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com  


