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DUDC Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, June 14th @ 7 PM

Speaker for June - Alan Goodman
Diving with Side-Mounted Tanks - Cave Diving Applications

Picnic/Paddling Adventure
June 17 from 3pm to 9pm

June 17th is the perfect time to acquaint or reacquaint yourself with your fellow dive 
buddies.  Our annual picnic will be held at Paddling Paradise on US 1 between the 
Melbourne and Eau Gallie Causeways (729 North Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 
32935).  We have arranged a group rate on the stand on paddles and kayaks.  The 

price will be $15 for two hour paddle.  We’ve also arranged to have a twilight paddle.  
The picnic will be held from 3pm to 9pm.  Bring a friend, bring a carload of friends.  
This event is open to anyone interested in the Salt Life! (aka diving or snorkeling 

and of course paddling/kayaking)  We ask that you bring a dish to share and drink of 
choice.  The club will bring the hamburgers and hotdogs.  Send me a note if you plan 

to attend so we can make sure we have enough burgers on hand.  Thank you! 
See You Down Under!

Meeting Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month
We’re Moving in June

Rooney’s
2641 Palm Bay Rd NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905

http://rooneyspalmbay.com/



Event Time Cost Coordinator Email

DUDC Meeting    
Broken Barrel Tavern, 
Palm Bay

Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the Month @ 7 pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

DUDC Board Meeting at 
Gourmet Cheesesteak

Every 4th Monday of the 
Month @ 6:30 pm Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Blue Heron Bridge Dive Any time the Tide is Right! Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Neptune Reef Neptune Reef Memorial; 
July 21-22 TBD Laura Dumas divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

Keys Trip Keys Trip; August 25-27 TBD Laura Dumas divecoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

We Support Our Local Dive Shops: 

Sea Level Scuba 
4155 Dow Rd Suite U  
Melbourne, FL. 32934 
(321)255-1825

Hatt’s Diving Headquarters, Inc. 
2006 South Front Street 
Melbourne, Florida 32901  
(321) 723-5932

JND Scuba Center 
4651 Babcock Street NE  
Palm Bay, FL 32905  
(321) 723-8888

CANCELLATION POLICY FOR CLUB SPONSORED DIVES:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled 
event or with a paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board 
approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when dives 
are canceled by the Charter or DUDC. ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)   

DUDC Event & Activity Calendar
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Don’t forget to renew your 
club membership!

The Club Picnic 
Scheduled for June 17
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Lobster Season is Coming
It’s that time of year again! Lobster Mini Season is right 

around the corner – a frantic two-day hunt during which 
thousands of divers will descend on Florida’s reefs in search 
of those tasty bugs. As always, it’s the last consecutive 
Wednesday and Thursday in July: That’s July 26 - 27 this 
year.

 Hunting lobster can be fun, and obviously rewarding if 
you’re bringing home dinner; but it’s important to remem-
ber that it needs to be safe too. Unfortunately, it isn’t always 
so. In fact, the safety record for divers during the mini 
season is 135 times worse than at any other time during 
the year. On average between 2004 and 2014, there were 
2 diver deaths per year – that’s one each day during the 

mini season; and there are hundreds of other cases each year when divers are sent to the emergency room with non-life 
threatening injuries. You don’t want to become one of those statistics – and you don’t have to!

Here are a few simple tips that will help keep you safe this season or at any other time when you’re diving:
 
1.     Check your gear and get it serviced! When was the last time you had your gear serviced? This is your life sup-

port system we’re talking about and you need it to work dependably!
Not only is it a good idea to get your gear serviced, it’s an even better idea to get it serviced early enough to plan a 

nice fun checkout dive so that you can make sure it’s working properly. If you wait until the last minute, you’ll be drop-
ping it off when the shop is the busiest and running the risk that it’s either not ready in time or that when you do get it 
back if you find an issue there’s no time to correct it.

2.     Refresh your diving skills! When was the last time you 
were diving? Was it last year during mini-season? Not good…

Your skills, just like your gear, need to be ready when you need 
them – and skills you don’t use regularly are going to be rusty and 
less reliable. We’re only human, so we need to keep practicing to 
stay on top of our game. Plus, better dive skills are going to make 
you a better hunter! If it’s been more than 6 months since your 
last dive you should consider getting refresher, and even if it hasn’t 
been that long why not work in a practice dive or two just for fun?

3.     Update your training! Are you deep certified? Or Ad-
vanced? Do you have a Nitrox certification? If not, these are great 
options to help you be a better  and safer diver!

A peak Performance Buoyancy class can do wonders to help 
improve both your comfort level and your air consumption. But 
if you really want to be in tip top shape skill wise, Rescue Diver is the class you need. Where AOW is about helping you 
become a better diver for yourself, Rescue Diver is about helping you become a better diver for your buddy – and in my 
opinion this is the one that really makes you complete as a recreational diver.

4.     Use Caution and Safety! You might think this goes without saying, but really this is the most important point. 
Many of the diving injuries and fatalities that occur each year can be avoided by just keeping good track of your air sup-
ply and diving within your limits.

But the bugs! I must get one more! Really? He’s worth your life? How about you check your air first. And keep an eye 
on your depth gauge while you’re at it. How much time does your computer say you’ve got left if you stay at this depth? 
PLEASE! Keep an eye on your gauges and use a little restraint… It’s much better to surface with several hundred PSI left in 
the tank and inside your no decompression limit. You can always come back after the surface interval for another shot at 
him later.

Dive Safe!

 Scuba Steve



What a fantastic DAY!  Thank you Laura for 
setting this up!  We arrived early enough to snag 
the perfect spots on the boat!  We headed out 
into the deep blue and were stunned...no waves!  
Between dives, the water was glassy! We must 
have seen 20 Loggerhead turtles on our second 
dive!  Our dive master was great, as usual.  He 
assisted the photographers by finding cool stuff 
and herding the goliath grouper toward us.   
--Jeri Curley 

Birthday D ive
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photo by Jeri L. Curley



Rai ny  Day  At  Blu e 
He ron  B r i d g e
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Despite the forecast for thunderstorms and the closing of the 
swim area due to fecal coliform contamination, we four intrepid 
divers decided to head down and see what we could see.  This was 
my first time diving with Matt, Kevin and Jason.  Despite the lower 
visibility, we all stayed together! I was amazed!  It was an amazing 
dive.  The water temperature was between 78 and 80 degrees...
there were no crowds!  After an initial navigation check, we head-
ed out to the shark statues that no longer look like sharks.  Then 
we hit the snorkel trail.  We found a sea horse...I’ve been looking 
for months!  Some of the old regulars were back.  Several Sea Rob-
ins and Batfish....and they were posing pretty for me!  No chasing 
them around!  We also saw an octopus in a pipe.  He would not 

come out to play!  No photos!  We headed to our favorite dive after the dive--Brass Ring!
--Jeri Curley



The Down Under Dive Club (DUDC) is centrally located along the sunny, Space Coast of Flor-
ida, in Brevard County.  Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC’s numbers 
have grown to 100 strong.  Our mission is to promote safe diving practices; organize dives 
for the benefit of our members; encourage the camaraderie of our members by provid-
ing relaxed social settings and encourage environmental responsibility throughout the dive 
community.  Our dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We orga-
nize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-aboard trips, spring dives, and 
even shark dives! We are a very diverse group of divers with men, women and kids from ages 
from 11 to 65+ and certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Broken Barrel 
Tavern, located on the southwest corner of Babcock Street and Palm Bay Road. Door priz-
es are awarded each month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We 
invite everyone interested in SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, 
meet our group, and have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@
downunderdiveclub.com 

About the Down Under Dive Club

ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:
If you have any items you wish to sell or 
trade, send an email with a brief description 
to jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  
Help support a starving diver/artist.  Jeri 
Curley has her dive photos for sale.  You 
can purchase them at the monthly club 
meetings.

Like new $2000.00 value for $990.00  
BC-BELLA,WOMENS MED SIZE BLUE REGULATOR-SCUBA 
PRO-  
ALADIN PRIME COMPUTER  
SAFETY SIGNAL DIVICE  
WEIGHTS/SAFETY SAUSAGE  
WHEELED MESH DUFFEL  
I HAVE THE ORIGINAL RECEIPTS IF NEEDED. 
Janice.Senich@wuesthoff.com

Underwater Camera and Case 4 Sale 
Canon G-9, overhauled by Canon 2 dives ago 
Includes extra batteries, carrying bag 
Ikelite Underwater Housing for G9, overhauled by Ike 
3 dives ago 
Includes handle, coil strap to connect to your dive 
gear 
$750.00  
Irishman@IrishmanSoftware.com

80 cubic foot aluminum tank for sale.  $50.  Contact 
Tom or Sandy Mepham at
sandyandtom@bellsouth.net

Mares mrs/plus weight pouch. Used a few times, in  
Good to excellent condition with no rips, zipper works, 
clip is good. Max weight 16lbs/6kgs -- $25
gwencolvin@yahoo.com

Photo by Jeri L. Curley

Jeri L. Curley JCurley@downunderdiveclub.com

Steve Lewandowski VicePresident@downunderdiveclub.com

Debra Young Treasurer@downunderdiveclub.com

Alan Goodman Secretary@downunderdiveclub.com

Michelle Mason Membership@downunderdiveclub.com

Steve Ratts Safety@downunderdiveclub.com

Laura Dumas DiveCoordinator@downunderdiveclub.com

Board of Directors


